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DVERTISING not only Serves to sell a product, 

but to sell the institution advertised. Herein 

lies the great importance of choosing the right ad- 

vertising mediums. If you are an advertiser, you 

will do well to consider carefully only such periodicals 

as give careful consideration to the kind of advertis- 
ing they accept. 
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Lest Haply We Drift 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


Hebrews 1:1, 2; 2:1 


RIFTING away, drifting away, 
Light is the wind’s caress ; 
Crystal clear is the new-born day, 
And the sea’s warm loveliness ; 
O sweet to drift with the lazy tide, 
The languid and murmurous wave to ride — 
But whither, who can guess? 


Drifting away, drifting away, 
“ Come!’’ calls the laughing breeze. 
“ Stay!’’ cries the staunch old anchor. “Stay!” 
Death rides over the seas, 
Wait for your Pilot, look to your star!” 
But the voice is a voice of a dream afar 
In the ear of the soul at ease. 


Drifting away, drifting away, 
Away from eternal Light ; 
Sudden the sting of the storm-tossed spray, 
Sudden, the cry of fright! 
Dark steals over the deep at last ; 
Day with its warning plea is past — 
O mariner, what of the night? 





Faithless Sign-Seeking 

Signs may weaken our faith instead of strengthen 
it. We feel that “seeing is believing’; we forget 
that believing without seeing is the best kind of be- 
lieving. God pledges us his inviolable word that, if 
we will let him, he will meet our every need. We 
answer, “But I could believe this so much better if 
he would now give me one or two proofs of it.” 
Sometimes God meets our weak faith by giving us 
the very proofs that we ask for. Oftener he withholds 
such proofs, knowng that to give them would be, not 
to strengthen, but to weaken our faith. For faith is 
not sight; the moment it insists upon seeing it ceases 
to be faith. Faith trusts God not for what he does 
but for what he is. ‘The very best thing for our faith 
may be the utter absence of every seeming evidence 
that God is faithful. Dr. Haldeman has well said: 
“Tt is a dangerous thing for Christians to ask signs 
from God. He who begins so to ask, sooner or later 
steps out of the path of faith into the path of open 


eyesight; in asking for signs he is asking that he may 
see, touch, and handle. He is not asking that he 
may be able to believe in God, but that God may so 
demonstrate himself that the seeker need not exer- 
cise faith at all.” Is it strange, then, that God lov- 
ingly withholds from you the thing that, although 
you long for it, would only further weaken your pres- 
ent weak faith in him? Let us rejoice in that silence 
of God which we may use for the strengthening of 
our faith in him. 


_<— 


Do You Welcome Meekness ? 


Meekness seldom ranks with the popular virtues. 
The world rather likes some of the “iruit of the 
Spirit,” ‘but the world,.and many a Christian, has little 
or no liking for meekness. But it should be remem- 
bered that meekness in one’s self under any conditions 
seems wholly desirable only to those in whom the 
Holy Spirit is producing it as a normal fruit of his 
indwelling. To walk humbly, without being proud of 
it, and to be lowly of heart as toward all men, are 
so contrary to worldliness that the Christian who does 
not altogether like meekness is still by so much cling- 
ing to worldly standards, and hindering the fruitful- 
ness of the Holy Spirit in his own life. The Spirit 
offers meekness. Do you welcome it? 


=< 
Knowing What We Know 


All of us like to hear from the man who has 
“been there.” Let any one in a group bring into the 
general conversation about a distant land the fact 


that he has been there, and instantly attention turns to 
him. For surely he knows. He has had a first-hand 
experience. So it is in our exploration of Bible 
truth. As Sir William Ramsay has said, “The man 
who really knows is the man who has discovered 
truth for himself, and not the man who has been 
taught results.” If we know what truth we know 
because we have gone to its source in the Word of 
God to find it, our message will come to our Sunday- 
school class or our congregation with the same ringing 
note of certitude that brings us to full attention when 
Paul declares, “I know whom I have believed.” Is 
your knowlege gained at first-hand? Do you really 
know what you know? 


= 


“One More, and Then—” 


It is not always duty-doing so much as duty- 
finishing that interests the worker. We are prone to 
let the ending of a task become so attractive that 
the doing of the work itself becomes quite secondary 
in attractiveness. In the recently issued biography of 
Marion Lawrance, by his son, Harold G. Lawrance, 
this incident is given: “He [Marion] told what 
his father used to say to him when he was help- 
ing to plow corn. Up and down the rows they would 
go, and his father would always say, ‘One row more, 
and then—.’ The boy thought ‘then’ meant a stop and 
rest, but the father continued, ‘Then the next row!’” 
And it was from “the next row’—always one more, 
always yet more to do—that Marion Lawrance 
learned how to do the present task gladly,— not for 
the sake of the end of the furrow, but thankful for 
that which awaited him day by day. How good is 
our Heavenly Father in providing “next rows” for us! 


Through Modernism to Unshakable Christianity 


The modernist Christian Work thinks so. In 
reviewing Vanderlaan’s “Protestant Modernism 
in Holland,” it notes that the theological problems 
now agitating American churches were being discussed 
fifty years, in fact a hundred years, ago in Holland. 
As far back as 1800, it says, the doctrines of the 
Atonement and of the Trinity were greatly modified 
by this Dutch movement. 

Opzoomer and Scholten, whose views we are told, 
“constitute the very heart and core of Dr. Fosdick’s 
and Dr. Merrill’s gospel, their outstanding message,” 
did an evil work of mystification in the Netherlands. 
But it was Scholten’s most brilliant pupil who in later 
years largely undid their work and_ re-established 
Dutch Christianity on the historic foundations. 

Dr. Abraham Kuyper, 4 theologian, journalist, states- 
man, Prime Minister, went through Modernism to an 
unshakable Christianity. A child of the manse, he 
passed to Scholten’s class room in the University of 
Leiden. “The inherited faith had no root’in my un- 
converted heart; it shriveled under the withering heat 
of unbelief. Of the old treasures I retained nothing.” 
Nevertheless he went into the ministry of the church, 
running true to form, 

He was settled in the country parish of Beesd. In 
this hamlet there was a group of Christians, members 
of the state church, yet leading their real religious life 
apart from it, with a reputed tinge of oddity which 
ever clings to those who will not conform to the stere- 
otyped and worldly. Kuyper called on them and found 
them distant. His views were antipathetic. Yet he 
a ag in visiting them and gradually they opened 
to him. 

What did he discover among them? This intellec- 
tual superman himself answers. 

“Their conversation was not limited to the affairs 
of the village. They had interest in spiritual things. 
Above all they knew something. I ple not measure 


A*™ Americans behind the times? 





2Dr, Abraham Kuyper, Ein Lebensbericht von W. Kolf- 
haus, Elberfeld, 1924. 


my impoverished Bible knowledge, the fruit of uni- 
versity study, with that of these plain people. And 
not only in Bible knowledge. They had a consistent 
Weltanschauung [view of life]. 

“But what drew me to them most was that here the 
heart spake — there was inner experience. I came back 
to them again and again. True I did my best to func- 
tion as parson, but found that I had more inclination 
to listen than to teach. After these contacts the Sun- 
day sermons went better. But what vexed me most 
was their uncompromising spirit. Budge they would 
not, — not an inch. found myself ever at the fork 
of the way. Either must I take sharp position against 
them or go with them without conditions, putting my- 
self under sovereign grace. I thank God I did not 
oppose them. Their persistence brought blessing to my 
heart and the dawn of the Morning Star in my life.” 

A poor girl, Pietje Baltus, it was who was Kuyper’s 
guide to the way of peace. In his first visit to her 
parents’ home, the new Dominie sat two hours listen- 
ing to the statement of the hope that was in her. 
She warned him that he, too, must have this hope if 
he would not perish eternally. She had prayed for 
him incessantly. “I could not relax until the Lord 
himself came and took him from my soul and_ until 
I had the joy of knowing that Christ had him in 
charge.” 

What a contrast! This gifted, cultured son of 
the university versed in all the philosophies, chatting 
in five languages with ease at his dinner table (one of 
them being Latin, which he spoke as his own Dutch), 
the very tip and terminal bud of European culture, — 
and the unschooled, but Spirit-taught peasant girl. 
Kuyper throughout life retained a profound gratitude 
to his intercessor and her photograph stood in his 
study till the end. 

“Through the spirit of the time I was for long 
robbed of my childhood faith, There were years in 
my life in which the same hostility to the Gospel de- 
veloped that I have obsérved in others. The trivial 
tone dominant in our seminaries suppressed the serious 
in me, But when the hunger for bread came, when 
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life began to be an earnest thing, then I realized in 
its dreadful depths how poor and empty, how devital- 
ized and comfortless, the new religion of our time had 
left me. As from an evil dream I was awakened. 
My hands stretched for those things I had thrown 
away. In the recesses of my being the warmth of 
the Gospel began to drive out the freezing chill of 
philosophy. I came to the conviction that the foolish- 
ness of the Cross was the highest and only wisdom, 
and with a heart of thanksgiving I ranged myself with 
those who fought under its banner.” 

_The state church was deeply cankered with ra- 
tionalism. A large fraction hoiding to positive Chris- 
tlanity could stand it no longer, and had seceded, form- 
ing the Christian Reformed Church. The persecu- 
tions to which they Were subjected are unbelievable, 
and some day perhaps their story may find a place 
in a “History of Liberal Intolerance.’ 

Should Kuyper join them? He felt called rather 
to fight the battle for the faith within the church. 
The first thing was to bring to account the clergy 
who had Unitarianized. Those who denied the Son 
of God had retained house-room in the church along- 
side those who confessed him, and the demands of the 
creed were simply ignored. In no organization save 
a church could such irregularities be conceived of. 
The General Synod, in the interests of peace, slurred 
over the crying contradiction. “Church visitation,” by 
which the position of individual pastors was made clear, 
had become a nominal and wholly unreal function. 
Churches found themselves saddled with ministers 
whose unbelief scandalized and embittered them, 

When Kuyper stood up in Synod and denounced this 
condition of things the majority broke out into hissing 
and stamping. His cry was, “What belongs together 
must unite and what does not belong together must 
separate.” There must be no pact between belief and 
unbelief ; no coalition with unbelievers, 

Kuyper denounced the traditional disinclination of 
the Christian community to take part in public affairs. 
“The quiet in the land” should rise in active protest 
against the treason and trickery of liberalism. He be- 
gan mobilizing the Christian vote. Then he got con- 
trol of the semi-religious, semi-political Amsterdam 
Weekly De Heraut (The Herald) and started to in- 
form and inflame men. He was, as his opponent the 
Allgemeine Handelsblatt called him, the “man with 
the ten heads and hundred arms.” This pastor and 
superlative preacher was also the leading journalist 
of Holland. 

For nearly fifty years he edited the daily De Stan- 
daard making it a power for Christ in the life of the 
nation. The first number was purposely issued on 
the three hundredth anniversary of the taking of Brill 
from the Spaniards, a great memory in the history 
of Dutch Protestantism. It was a fighting organ for 
evangelical Christianity. It aimed to train and shape 
characters for its defense. The rhythm of speech was 
inborn in Kuyper. The smallest paragraph of De 
Standaard was a polished diamond. The Sunday med- 
itations which he himself wrote were read in every 
nook and hamlet and had an extraordinary influence 
in quickening the spiritual life of the nation. 

An extension of the suffrage was the condition prece- 
dent to church reform. When this was effected the 
power of liberalism was broken in the great city 
parishes. But the General Synod was in liberal hands. 
This now deprived the presbyteries of power to re- 
fuse the communion to those denying Christ’s divinity 
and other central doctrines of the Gospel. It re- 
moved from the ordination vow of the pastors the last 
suggestion of a creed. The only pledge now required 
was a vague promise to work for “the interests of 
the Kingdom of God.” 

Then they went a step farther and refused to allow 
students from the Free University (which Kuyper 
had established) to take the examinations for the pas- 
torate. Although hundreds of parishes were without 
pastors they allowed them to remain pastorless rather 
than to admit evangelicals to the pulpits. 

The answer to these arbitrary courses was a move- 
ment for organized resistance. The Church Council of 
Amsterdam under Kuyper’s lead invited deputies from 
the whole country to meet to pledge themselves not 
to call into their parishes any minister who was not 
from his heart loyal to the Church Confession. Plans 
were drafted to organize inside the church a protest- 
ing ecclesiolo as in the old days of seventeenth cen- 
tury Arminianism. But the General Synod did not 
wait for this. It passed a resolution suspending Dr, 
Kuyper and those associated with him from their 
positions in the church. 

; cry of indignation went through the country. 
Those. who had dared to defend the Gospel were to 
be driven out of the church while unbelievers who 
publicly aired their antichristianity were to retain their 
Positions and were to be protected by the Synod against 
the protests of the parishes. 

A great body of people rallied about Kuyper, now 
excluded from the Synod “as a disturber of the 
church’s peace.” They went out of the churches into 
halls. Finally 56 pastors and 200 churches united as 
a doleerende church (a protesting church, one with a 
grievance) insisting that they were still in the national 
church while protesting against the arbitrary and un- 
righteous action of the synodal hierarchy. In an as- 
tonishingly short time new church buildings and 
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manses sprang up all about the country. One hun- 
dred and sixty thousand members, the most devout 
and active of the parishes, rallied to the movement. 

Dr. Kuyper appeared to be defeated, but it was only 
apparently so. The Free Church became the con- 
science of “the great church.” Its theological loyalty 
has reacted upon the older body. The revival of or- 
thodoxy in this body has been due to the example of 
the protesting church and to Kuyper’s writings. 

But the liberals had also captured the common 
schools and. secularized them. The Btble was evicted. 
When Christian parents built Christian schools for 
their children the state schools were in many places 
kept open and the teacher paid, even though the entire 
school population had gravitated to the Christian 
school. And the parents were for decades taxed to 
support the empty school and idle teacher. 

Undismayed, Christians built “schools with the 
Bible” throughout Holland. _In 1878 the liberals by 
means of the Kappeyne School Law attempted to 
crush them. Requirements were made for salaries, 
buildings, and so on, which it was thought could never 
be met. Four hundred and sixty-four thousand heads 
of families petitioned against this law, — without re- 
sult. Then under Kuyper’s leadership the Unie voor 
de school met den Bijbel (the league for the school 
with the Bible) was organized and yearly collections 
taken. Later, as Kuyper’s influence became greater in 
the government, school-taxes were readjusted so that 
a part at least went to the Christian schools. 

Kuyper was a man of conflict, of righteous conten- 
tions, but he was also a man of devoutest piety. In 
his family he was as a priest. The children and serv- 
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ants were led into Biblical truth by this profoundest 
of scholars at family prayers. Savants and states- 
men, sitting at his hospitable board, must have felt 
surprise when their host kneeled and called as a child 
on the Heavenly Father. 

No man was ever more bitterly attacked than he, 
yet when he passed his antagonists acknowledged his 
greatness ungrudgingly. There was simply nothing 
else to be said. “Does he not stand,” wrote the very 
modern litterateur Frans Netscher, “with his abilities, 
his convictions, his powers of work, heaven-high above 
the cackling, gesticulating mediocrities, ever talking 
about ‘science’ whom we allow to reign over us? ... 
Let us frankly confess that we envy this man of faith 
and look up to him.” 

And his great opponent, the Handelsblatt of Am- 
sterdam, wrote at his death, 

“The bells are tolling in the Netherlands. They are 
tolling from the towers of the churches, for the most 
part little churches where rigid and substantial men 
go in with rigid faces to listen to rigid teaching and 
to comfort their souls with psalms. They are the 
mourning bells rung by Kuyper’s humble folk because 
of the great Kuyper’s death. They toll in the press 
of both parties and far over the limits of that land 
will they toll — that land which was often too small for 
Kuyper’s great figure. And the bells are ringing long 


and heavily in the hearts of thousands for whom Dr- 
Abraham Kuyper was more than statesman, journal- 
ist, theologian, professor, author, leader, man. For 
to these he was a prophet sent of God who raised them 
out of the dust, who with God’s help poured into 
their souls new power from God.” 





A Mystery 


Can you explain how God offers salvation to all (John 
3216; 1 John 2:2), yet (John 12:39, go and parallel 
passages) acts to hinder people, apparently, from be- 
lieving? This statement occurs in connection with par- 
ables and miracles.—A Virginia Reader. 


God’s universal offer of salvation is given in such 
passages as this reader quotes. “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life’ (John 3:16). “And he is the pro- 
pitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). And 
again: “God our Saviour; Who will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth” 
(1 Tim. 2:3, 4). The other side of the matter, about 
which this reader asks, appears in the Scriptures; he 
cites in John 12:39, 40: “Therefore they could not 
believe, because that Esaias said again, He hath 
blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they 
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with 
their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.” 

But it is interesting to turn back to the passage 
in Isaiah from which these words are quoted by John. 
It is in the commission given to Isaiah to speak to 
Israel (Isa. 6). The preceding chapters describe the 
long-continued, persistent, incorrigible sin of Judah. 
She had sinned so long, and deliberately, and per- 
sistently, that she could not believe now in God. That 
this is the inevitable result of long-continued sinning 
is obvious, and is no mystery at all. It has been said 
that the penalty of lying, for example, is that the liar 
finally comes to believe his own lies. The chronic liar 
cannot distinguish between the truth and the lie; and 
the chronic sinner cannot distinguish between sin and 
righteousness, between God and Satan, 

In the case of this passage in Isaiah, therefore, and 
John’s use of it, concerning incorrigible sinners and 
unbelievers of that day, it is not difficult to under- 
stand the meaning of the Word. Notice the context 
of Jchn’s use of the passage from Isaiah. Christ was 
speaking to the people of Jerusalem. He prayed: 
“Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a 
voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, 
and will glorify it again.” The people did not under- 
stand this, and our Lord went on to tell them of his 
victory over Satan through his coming death on the 
cross. The Jews continued to reject him, asking: 
“Who is this Son of man?” Our Lord pleaded with 
them: “While ye have light, believe in the light, that 
ye may be the children of light. , . . But though he 
had done so many miracles before them, yet they be- 
lieved not on him.” And then the saying of Isaiah 
is quoted showing that the blinding of the eyes of the 
Jews in Christ’s day was the result of their own de- 
liberate, persistent sin,—the same penalty which fell 
on Judah in Isaiah’s day. 

But there are other passages suggesting a similar 
truth, which are more difficult to understand. One of 
these is in Romans 9. Paul by inspiration discusses 
the tragedy of Israel’s rejection of God, and utters the 
mysterious word from God, “Jacob have I loved, but 
Esau have I hated.” He asks: “Hath not the potter 
power over the clay, of the same lump to make one 
vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour?” 





And he gloriously ends our questionings with the 
words: 


What shall we say then? 
with God? God forbid. 

For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom 
I will have compassion. 

So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 


Is there unrighteousness 


The story has been told of a young Christian who 
came to his pastor and said he could not understand 
the verse, “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.” 

“What is there about this that puzzles you?” asked 
the pastor. 

“IT cannot understand how God could say, ‘Esau have 
I hated,’” was the reply. 

“Well, that does not puzzle me at all,” said the pas- 
tor. “The thing I cannot understand is how God could 
have said, ‘Jacob have I loved.’” In other words, 
the loving grace of God toward sinners is far more 
beyond our human comprehension than the righteous 
wrath of God. 

One thing we can do is humbly and believingly to 
accept whatever we find in God’s Word. Predestina- 
tion is there. “And we know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose. For whom 
he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
first born among many brethren. Moreover whom he 
did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified. What shall we then say to 
i things? If God be for us, who can be against 
us 

We know also that the Gospel of salvation through 
faith in Christ is offered freely to “whosoever will’; 
and this, and not predestination, is the closing declara- 
tion of the Word of God, in the last chapter of Reve- 
lation: “And whosoever will, let him take of the water 
of life freely” (Rev, 22:17). 

We are to note, also, that the passage on predestina- 
tion does not say that God has predestinated any to 
damnation, but it does say that God has predestinated 
those whom he did foreknow to: be conformed to the 
image of his Son. Predestination is not negative, but 
positive. Some may object that predestination, and the 
offer of salvation to all who will accept, are contra- 
dictory. “Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest 
against God?” It may well be that our limited little 
human minds cannot comprehend the omniscience, and 
perfect wisdom, and perfect love of God! Is it not 
safe to await confidently, and joyously, and trustingly 
the time when we shall know, even as also we are 
known? While we are awaiting this full knowledge, 
let us praise God in the words: 

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments and his ways past finding out! 

“For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who 
hath been his counsellor ? 

“Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be 
recompensed’ unto him again? 

“For of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.” 
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A Commercial Traveler’s Story 


Disobedience: Into the Depths 





By W. Gordon Hill 




















Christian home in a suburban community, my 

parents being devout and earnest Christians. 
The open Bible occupied a large place in the home 
life, and very many of its passages were memorized dur- 
ing the course of studies in the old-fashioned _Sun- 
day-school, being thus stored away for the Spirit’s use 
in later years. 

I was "converted and became a member of a local 
church when about fourteen -years of_age, and I well 
remember how my heart glowed as I sought to lead 
other boys to my Saviour. There was one boy in par- 
ticular, of whom I was very fond, and whom I tried 
very hard in my boyish way to bring to Jesus, but this 
service came to an abrupt end in a way which was to 
me most disturbing. : s 

As I sat in the church during a regular service, I 
thought a voice spoke directly to me, saying, “Preach 
the Gospel.” The voice appeared to me to be very 
loud, and I looked around to see if any one else had 
noted it, but it seemed to be only for me. I did not 
like the suggestion, and became very uncomfortable, 
when again I heard, “Preach the Gospel. . 

I had never had any instruction along the line of 
God’s calling of individuals, nor of his speaking to 
men, and yet I felt sure that it was God who had 
spoken. But I utterly disliked the thought, and would 
have none of it, and I can distinctly recall how I 
replied: “Now, God, if my death right here in this 
pew will be the means of any one, being brought to 
accept Jesus, I am ready to die right here. But I 
will not preach—I am going to be a business man. 


M: BOYHOOD days were spent in a refined, 


My Fellowship Broken, My Influence Gone 


With all my boyish enthusiasm I had accepted Jesus 
as my Saviour, but when the test came to acknowl- 
edge him as Lord, I had miserably failed, although 
I did not realize the awfulness of my attitude. But 
I did know that something tragic had entered into 
my life, and I did not dare tell those who would most 
blessedly have helped me into a fuller understanding 
of the glorious call, and of my deep sinning. The de- 
lightful communion with Jesus was broken, and the 
influence with my boy friends was gone. 

Every educational advantage was offered me, and 
I was moving ahead rapidly in my school work. But 
after this event, I became careless as to my studies, 
and designedly so; for in my boyish fancy it occurred 
to me that although I had refused to listen to what 
I believed to be God’s call for my life work, if I 
continued to be a good scholar I would become. suffi- 
ciently educated to become a preacher in spite of 
myself, and as my will was wholly set against such 
a consummation, I purposely became anything but a 
promising student. 

When I was about eighteen years of age, I started 
out as a salesman for a Philadelphia drug house. To 
say.that I was unsophisticated is to put it very mildly, 
but my very verdancy helped to make friends. My 
early work was in New York State, and all went well 
until I reached Hammondsport, which is in the heart 
of the wine producing section of that state. While 
there, one of my new friends innocently handed me, 
and I just as innocently accepted, a glass of native 
catawba wine. The drink thrilled me. It seemed to 
be what I had needed all my life and just found. 

I suppressed the desire for more until I reached 
Syracuse; here I stopped at a temperance hotel, but sit- 
ting in the lobby, one day, I noticed a saloon just across 
the street. Immediately the thought of the drink I 
had had in Hammondsport came to mind, and I won- 
dered if I could secure more of it there. I crossed 
the street and entered my first saloon. I walked up 
to the bar and made my wish known, and the bar- 
tender poured out a very liberal drink for me. As my 
desire was for the effect of the drink rather than 
its taste, I quickly gulped it down, but immediately 
called for water, for my throat seemed to be on 

re. 

“Water after catawba wine! That’s a new one on 
me, said the bartender. Then he looked at his bot- 
tles. 

“Say, young fellow, where do you live?” he asked. 

“Over at the Burns,” I replied. 

“Well, say, go over there and lie down for a while, 
and when you wake up you will be all right. By 
mistake I have given you brandy, and I guess you are 
not used to it.” 

I went: to the hotel, but by the time I reached there, 
the brandy was getting in its work, and the older 
travelers and hotel employees soon noticed that some- 
thing had happened to me. It was all fun for them, 
and a convivial party quickly got together with myself 
as the center. In the companionship of these sea- 
soned transgressors, I dropped all care for my busi- 
ness and gave myself up to wild dissipation until my 


“It was such a little spot of ice I slipped on,” 
said the big heavily-built man who was laid up 
with a sprained ankle. “Just a little strip of ice 
not six inches wide where the water had trickled 
across the pavement.” It may seem like such a 
“little” thing to a young mar to turn a deaf ear 
to God’s voice, as did Mr. Hill when God spoke to 
him about his life work. Yet the tragedy and suf- 
fering that comes from such “little” acts of dis- 
obedience is only too well known by those of God’s 
children who have allowed their own desires and 
plans to shut them out of his will. 


The series of three articles, of which this is the 
first, comprises a remarkable testimony to God’s 
faithfulness and love. Would you like to share 
the entire series with friends and acquaintances 
who might be helped to see in the heart ex- 
perience of this business man the solution to 
problems in their own lives? You may do so 
at small cost by using the Ten Weeks’ Get-Ac- 
quainted Subscriptions, at 25 cents each. Such 
subscriptions should mention the Commercial 
Traveler Series, and should be mailed to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 








funds and credit were exhausted. By this time my 
employers had been notified of my actions, and in- 
structed me to report at their New York office. 

Here I met the head of the concern, who talked 
to me in a fatherly way. He spoke of the kind of 
chap I had appeared to him when I started out, and 
of the great change that had taken place in so short 
a time. He advised me of the peril of the path I 
was taking, and urged me to forsake it, which I told 
him I was determined to do. But I little knew what 
I was promising. He then invited me out to lunch, 
and we went to the old Astor House and had a pleas- 
ant time together. Toward the end of the meal, he 
ordered a bottle of champagne, which the waiter 
brought with two glasses. This wine fairly electrified 
me, and that rather than my employer’s temperance 
lecture determined my next steps; for what became 
of him I never knew, nor do I believe that he had 
any greater success in locating me. 

After losing this position, I secured one with a Cin- 
cinnati firm; and as the spirit of adventure was on 
me, I selected a western territory, going to Iowa for 
them, After being out for several months, I received 
instructions to report at headquarters, where the pres- 
ident of the company spoke to me in this way: 

“Mr. Hill, your work is proving much better than 
we had hoped for; in fact, you are the best detail man 
we have ever employed. Now I want you to sit down 
at my desk and make out a new contract, and what- 
ever you write, I will sign; don’t talk to me about it 
until it is written.” 


Stronger Shackles Are Forged 


I sat down, as requested, and wrote out a fair agree- 
ment, and this was promptly signed. After some ex- 
pressions of mutual congratulation, I left the office, 
and was soon lost in the section of the city known 
as “Over the Rhine.” This district was given up 
largely to a sporting and unconventional manner of 
life, with saloons and beer gardens abounding, and I 
entered with gusto into its Bohemian ways. Here, al- 
cohol bound me-again in stronger bonds, and I was 
quickly reduced to a condition wherein I was unfitted 
for work, nor was I ever able to take up the favor- 
able contract which I myself had drawn. 

Knowing of another business house a little farther 
west handling similar products, I called at their office 
in quest of employment. Here the head of the house 
seemed to take a fancy to me and treated me to a 
survey of their plant. While looking at the products, 
he remarked incidentally that they had in the course 
of manufacture another specialty which they were 
holding from the market until they could settle upon a 
satisfactory descriptive name, one that would indicate 
a peculiarity in the product which they felt would be 
its chief selling feature. With but little thought I 
supplied the word they had been looking for, and I 
was immediateiy engaged for New York City. I 
reached that city all right, but my old enemy got a 
fresh strangle hold on me almost as soon as I ar- 
rived. The specialty I had christened is marketed to- 
day throughout the world, under the name I had given 
it, but I never rendered that firm any further service. 

After this, I joined myself to a New York house, 
and started work along the Hudson River. While 
I was in Albany, a clerk of the hotel at which I was 
stopping, threw out a postal card to me one day, say- 
ing, “It’s all up with you, Hill, I have read the card.” 





It was a request to report back to the office, which I 
promptly obeyed. Here my new employer greeted me 
with smiles as he told me how satisfactory my work 
was proving; and that he had invited me in to offer 
me a much better position with increased salary. This 
advancement, however, quickly went the way of all 
the rest, and I was soon recognized among the trade 
as being wholly irresponsible through drink. 

I made many futile efforts to throw off my bonds, 
while friends spent time and effort to help me. Fine 
employers like Mr. Philip Armour of Chicago, inter- 
ested themselves in my cure, but to no avail. I counted 
some very able physicians among my friends, and 
would frequently place myself in their hands, but 
never with lasting benefit. One of these medical 
friends told me that he had a brother in just my 
condition, and had learned through experience with 
him that he was powerless to help me, and he knew 
of nothing that would relieve the strain from which 
I was then suffering, but some alcoholic beverage. 
Another physician who tried faithfully to be of help 
to me, declared that the wonder to him was not that 
I drank, but that there were ever periods when I re- 
frained from doing so. 

The country is dotted over With hospitals and insti- 
tutions where I have been under treatment for alco- 
holism, only to drop back into my old sin as soon as 
freed. I have counted up to thirty-four such experi- 
ences. Satan had me shackled hand and foot, and 
all my friends knew it. 

While it is not the purpose of this narrative to 
chronicle incidents which occurred during the period 
of sinful wandering, and which have no direct bearing 
upon the thread of the story, still there were many 
such striking happenings illustrating God’s gracious 
care even at such a time. One of these I am con- 
strained to relate, as it manifests most definitely the 
verity of this word of God: “If we are faithless, he 
abideth faithful; for he cannot deny himself.” 


Desperate for Relief 


As a result of drinking I had been very sick in a 
hospital in Dubuque, Iowa, and after being discharged 
from there, went on to Peoria, Ill. Here I quickly 
returned to my old habits, and soon found myself in 
a suburban hospital of that city. Early one morning, 
a great horror of impending delirium possessed me, 
and [ managed to elude the nurses in charge, and 
made my way into the city. Here I wrote, and had 
quickly filled, a prescription calling for one hundred 
one-fourth grain pills of morphine, this drug being 
the one which I believed would bring quickest relief. 

The next thing of which I have knowledge was the 
effort of the conductor of a street-car in Philadelphia 
trying to awaken me, and of his telling me that I had 
made several trips with him and that he felt it was 
about time for me to pay my fares. Just how he made 
out, I do not know, nor have I any recollection of im- 
mediate subsequent events; in fact, I have no knowl- 
edge of anything that happened from the moment I 
secured the morphine in Peoria, excepting a very hazy 
and momentary recollection of being on a train. 

But this I do know: that later I discovered the mor- 
phine pills to be loose in my pocket. But how many 
I took, or under what circumstances, I have no means 
of knowing. There was sufficient of the drug to have 
killed a number of men; nor was there any sane con- 
trol of it, excepting that exercised by the sure hands 
that were pierced for my redemption, and which sim- 
ply would not let me go, 

I was standing one morning late in the summer of 
1895 on a West Broadway corner, in New York City, 
when a Jewish business acquaintance happened along. 
He looked at me earnestly for a moment, with the evi- 
dent desire to help me in my apparent miserable condi- 
a ae ioe 

ill, do not know of anything that can 
you, except it be Jesus Christ.” sis ti 


(To be continued) 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 














But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived (2 Tim. 3: 
13). 


“Seducers” is goctes, jugglers, prestidigitators, as, 
for example, in our day the manipulators of ouija 
boards and table tippers. 

‘For the time will come when they will not endure 
wholesome teaching (literally, hygienic teaching), but 
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shall multiply teachers, tickling men’s ears. Topical 
preachers taking the place of expository; forums for 
the Sunday evening discussion of matters of current 
interest, where the look is not upon the eternal things 
not seen, but upon the seen and temporal, where men 
are not pressing forward to “the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”— skopon, the 
mark, the object seen in the far distance (comp. 
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skopeo, skeptomai), but discussing “socialism” and 
other “burning questions” of the day. 

The remedy for all this is Scripture. “All Scrip- 
ture is profitable . . . for correction,” epanorthosin,— 
that is, for straightening out men’s minds and con- 
sciences, for the rectification of opinion, for the es- 
tablishment of Christian orthodoxy. 


New Hampton, N. H. 








Through Belgium in 


An itinerating motor car venture 
of the Belgium Gospel Mission 








a Gospel Motor Car 
By H. A. Bolomey 














Does it not warm your heart as you read of the thrilling experiences of Mr. Bolomey, who is in charge of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission work at Liege and Huy, as with some of his workers he undertook this pioneer work, 
preaching the Gospel in the very strongholds of religious superstition and Roman dominance ? 


The Gospel Motor Car, in which this experimental 
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campaign was made, was loaned by the Open- 


Air Mission of England. Would you like to have a part in supplying such a car for the Belgian Gospel Mission ? 
Its estimated cost, including furnishings, would be from $1500 to $2000. Will you pray that, if it is God’s 
will, funds may be supplied for one or more such.cars for Belgium? If God so leads, send your gifts to Mr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, The Belgian Gospel Mission, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 


see arriving at the Mission two Swiss young 

men with a Gospel Motor Car from the Open- 
Air Mission of London. They came to Liége for a 
short stay with the express purpose of doing open-air 
work with our collaboration, Two days later we were 
already at work in the heart of the city, having ob- 
tained the required permission from the authorities. 

How amusing it was to see the people looking at 
this big motor car, but nothing was more comical than 
to see some of them gaze when suddenly we went 
directly onto a sidewalk with our big machine, in or- 
der to reach a forbidden alley of one of our beautiful 
boulevards, or in some cases just to remain on the 
sidewalk. We could easily see from their faces that 
they were wondering whether we were drunk or on 
the way to the asylum. The moment we stopped, a 
crowd gathered around us to see what would be the 
next thing, but they were unable to see it, for the sim- 
ple reason that the next thing was a prayer-meeting 
held in the truck before opening it. Then, when every- 
thing was ready to start, a full side of the truck opened 
itself almost automatically, making a large and com- 
fortable platform with pulpit and organ, just like a 
real church. No wonder that some were exclaiming, 
“It must be American!” . 

This moving church is certainly a wonderful thing. 
It is very well arranged, not only for preaching but 
for cooking and sleeping as well. Three can sleep 
quite comfortably and live in it with a reasonable 
amount of ease. During the meetings, and at night, 
the windows are covered with blinds of iron, so we 
need hot fear any attack. 

For two weeks we remained in the city of Liége, 
holding altogether twenty-seven meetings, and giving 
in this way a strong Gospel message to no less than 
ten thousand souls. Some of the meetings were held 
in the lowest class districts... These meetings were 
quite stormy. More than once we felt as though we 
were in a little boat on a rushing sea; while on the 
other hand, the meetings we held on the grand boule- 
vards were remarkably calrr. I shall never forget 
one of the meetings we held on the Boulevard d’Avroy, 
where no less than eight hundred persons were pres- 
ent, most of them remaining through all ofthe serv- 
ice, which lasted one hour and a half. The tranquillity 
of that meeting was so complete we had the impression 
that we were in a cathedral. That night I had great 
difficulty in going to sleep. Whether my eyes were 
open or closed, I had continually before me the vision 
of those countless faces, and those hands stretched out 
to grasp a portion of the Word of God, which we 
distributed freely from the car at the close of the 
meeting. That very night a man went away sob- 
bing and saying aloud, “Surely they are sincere.” 
During this two-weeks’ campaign at Liége we sold 
over six hundred and fifty New Testaments, a thou- 
sand “Notre Espérance” (French journal of the Mis- 
sion), and distributed over six thousand tracts and 
portions of the Scriptures. 

After this campaign in our own city we went through 
different towns in the Province, where we had equal 
success, Then we ventured to attack the untouched 
Province of Luxembourg, where the Gospel had never 
before been preached. How sad it is to go through 
a land which bears all the marks of a Christian civil- 
ization, without its true Christ, our blessed Lord! 
Along the roads we find here and there little chapels 
with a wooden crucifix and lighted candles, and in the 
central square of almost every town there is a large 
crucifix lighted with electricity and protected by a 
little roof. What material to start some of our 
meetings with! We can show to the people the con- 
trast between their Christ and our Christ, who has 
no need of our light and protection, being the all- 
sufficient Protector of our souls, and the only true 
Light of the world. 

Our first passage through the different towns was a 
real event and a revelation, but we were confronted 


= evening I was very agreeably surprised to 


in most places with strong opposition from the author- 
ities and the clergy. In the first town to which we 
went, the burgomaster was particularly grotesque, We 
were ready for a cold bath, but never for such a 
reception. After ten minutes of heated conversation, 
he came to the realization that we were not of the 
nature to be intimidated so easily, and when we asked 
him on what ground he refused so categorically to 
grant our request he stammered out a few words, say- 
ing that he could not allow any Bolshevist theory nor 
any propaganda of a new religion in his town. We 
then told him that we could not be Bolshevists as long 
as we have only one message — “Christ and Him cru- 
cified’” —and that this religion was not a new one. 
The conversation, which at first was like a volcanic 
eruption, suddenly reached a very low ebb, and at last 
he gave us his verbal consent to hold our meetings. 
For fifteen minutes after the meeting started we were 
in an uncertain position, for we could not know whether 
the people were for us or against us. It was ex- 
tremely hard to preach under that condition, but little 
by little we got the contact with them, they became 
very attentive, and the meeting ended in perfect calm. 
That night we sold about fifty New Testaments. 

In the next town to which we went we had no trou- 
ble whatever to get the permission, the burgomaster 
being a saloon-keeper. But, on the other hand, the 
priests were extremely active. We started to invite 
the people one hour before the meeting. We were sit- 
uated above a large sloping square, surrounded by 
houses. The calm was perfect. All of a sudden we 
began to sing with power the marvels of God’s Word. 
Such a thing was not known in that place, so every- 
body rushed to their windows or to the fronts of 
their houses. The priests were among the crowd. 
After two verses, a general invitation to the meeting 
was given. Then we left for another corner of the 
town, but before we could reach the next place a 
state policeman put out his hand against us, of course 
by the priest’s request, as he did not deny later. He 
tried to handle us rather roughly. We told him that 
we would appreciate it if he would use more consider- 
ation, as long as we were not criminals. Then he 
asked for our passports and the two brothers who 
were with me went to the motor car to get them, while 
I stayed with him. When he saw that I did not have 
mine he told me that I would have to cross the border. 
This gave proof that he was not doing his duty, but 
the work of the priests, as my identification card was 
sufficient. Then we had a duel of arguments and, 
praise God, he was defeated. He came to us like a 
lion and left like a lamb. The priests refused to con- 
sider the battle lost, so after our meeting was started 
one of them came with the express purpose of exciting 
the children in order to make, through them, as much 
noise as possible to cover our voices and force us to 
go. He succeeded in a remarkable way. What a noise 
they made! They whistled and screamed as loud as 
they could, and without ending. Nevertheless the suc- 
cess was of short duration because the priest came a 
little too late. We had already gained the confidence 
of the people, and when they understood the priest’s 
tactics they took charge themselves of the noisy bunch, 
The priest himself left, realizing that it would be un- 
safe for him to remain. The people listened eagerly, 
and we had a very good meeting. We sold over fifty 
New Testaments; yet the enemy was awaiting an oc- 
casion to trouble us and when we were ready to de- 
part we received from the back of a high wall a 
shower of stones, but nothing was damaged. After 
running for twenty kilometers, we stopped along the 
road in a quiet spot for our night’s rest. 

The following day we were in a larger town where 
we found the meeting already announced by one of 
the men who was present at the previous meeting. 
The Devil was awaiting us there with a greater deter- 
mination to knock us down. We found the burgomas- 
ter quite reluctant from the start. His first argument 
was that all in his city were the best kind of Chris- 
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tians and that they had no need whatever for such 
meetings as we intended giving. This led us to ask 
him if he could give us the reason for their keeping 
policemen and state police in their town. Then he 
took another argument, saying that his was too nie 
a city to hold such meetings. In acknowledging how 
nice a City it was we asked him if he could pretend 
that it was as nice as the great Boulevard d’Avroy at 
Liége,’ where we had held six meetings, at the same 
time placing before him a picture of one of these 
meetings. Then he argued that the city was too popu- 
lous. Here, also, we showed him one of our photos 
taken at Liége, where hundreds of people were pres- 
ent, and asked him if he thought it would be worse 
than that. Finally he said, “Go to the Doyen [the 
head of the priests] and if he allows you, it will be 
all right.” Then we had to tell him that it was not a 
matter to be settled with the Church but with the 
authorities and that there was no real ground on which 
he could stand in refusing to grant us the permission 
we asked. Finally he told us that we could go ahead 
and as we left him he said, “I wish you good luck.” 
We went away joyfully to announce our meeting in 
the usual way. At 8.30 as we were ready to open our 
car to start the meeting, two state policemen came to 
beg us to move. “Pardon me,” I said, “but we have 
the Burgomaster’s permission.” “All right, let us see 
it,” they replied. “Well! We have not a written per- 
mission; in a city of this size we thought that the 
Mayor’s word was sufficient.” Then I asked them if 
they would allow me to speak to them as men to men, 
putting aside for a while the fact that they were of the 
state police force. The answer being favorable, we 
had a good talk together, as a result of which they 
decided to go back and see the Burgomaster, although 
they begged us not to start before they came back. 
We waited half an hour in our moving chapel for 
their return. During this time of waiting we lifted 
our hearts to God, asking him, that if it were his will 
to shatter all their plans, that he would confuse them, 
and give us all the boldness we needed in order to glo- 
rify his holy Name in this town. The presence of 
these two officers was enough to bring the people and 
to hold them to the end. The fact that we remained 
for half an hour in our closed van, without moving, 
was quite mysterious to the outside crowd. Very 
likely they thought we were scared to death, not 
knowing the precious time we had together with God. 
When the officers came back they had with them a 
written order from the Burgomaster himself to arrest 
us! This filled me with more boldness than ever be- 
fore. After a few moments of warm but calm talk 
together, they agreed to wait until the meeting was 
over to carry out their order. The meeting lasted for 
an hour in a perfect calm. We attacked most strongly, 
not Romanism nor the authorities, but sin in all its 
forms, which sometimes covers itself with the cloth 
of religion. We took for an illustration a painting 
which is to be found in the London Museum and which, 
from a distance, seems to represent a monk in the 
attitude of prayer, but when closer, one sees, instead 
of a monk praying, a monkey squeezing a lemon, 

_When the meeting was over we announced our free 
distribution of Gospels and tracts, and the sale of 
the New Testaments, The first two New Testaments 
we sold that night were te our two officers. When 
all was over and everything closed up, they asked per- 
mission to come in, so we had a blessed time with 
them, but they had to carry out their order! We 
could see’on their faces that they had not the heart 
to do it, so I asked them if they would not be kind 
enough to wait until we had gone. With a pleasant 
smile they said, “Yes, we will do that, but we must 
ask your names and addresses.” Lifting up our hearts 
to God for that, we left the town to find a resting 
place for the night. 

The next town was a still larger one. There we 
met with a rather weak opposition. No less than three 
hundred persons were present at the meeting, all lis- 
tening very eagerly. That night we sold over one 
hundred New Testaments, besides a large number of 
“Notre Espérance.” 

Then we went to the Capital of the Province, where 
we succeeded in getting a written permission. Never- 
theless we were confronted with some opposition from 
the Chief of Police, but, praise God, we were not para- 
lyzed by it and everything went smoothly, with the 
exception of a téte-d-téte with a priest, who was 
trying to excite a group of men against us as we were 
distributing tracts. 

After Arlon, we went to different country towns 
where we were able to hold various meetings with 
very little opposition. Then we reached St. Hubert, 
which is a large country place, clinging to the side 
of a hill, with a colossal cathedral in its center. The 
only level place is in front of that cathedral, so we 
had to go there to put our motor car while we were 
preparing for the evening. We had no opposition 
whatever from the authorities nor from the police 
force, for the simple reason that they were all out 
of town, yet we never felt more uneasy. At our backs 
was an enormous church, on the left of us was the 
priests’ parsonage, ,and on our right a big Catholic 
school. Many priests were going to and fro; it 
seemed to us there was an wmusual activity among 
them, The priest’s sister came to ask us different 
questions, to which we answered very politely but 
without telling anything. That afternoon I ventured 
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Lesson for October 4 
Acts 17 : 16-34 


to visit the cathedral; At the main entrance was a 
than selling medals of St. Hubert, chaplets, and all 
kinds of religious relics. Four stout men, looking 
rather worldly, were buying some of that trash, though 
the price was exorbitant. What shocked me most was 
the fact that they could not take a thing without hav- 
ing it blessed, which meant a new fee, Poor blinded 
souls, paying so much for their salvation which is no 
salvation at all! I engaged in conversation with the 
seller who was, by the way, the priest’s brother. He 
seemed to be very honest, but so ignorant about the 
Word of God! I showed him the blessedness of 
knowing in a personal way our only Intercessor, and 
the joy and privilege which is ours, to tell to this 
lost world how God has given his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. He listened very attentively, 
May the Lord pour his blessing over that testimony! 
After that conversation I was still more uneasy, think- 
ing that I had probably made a mistake in speaking to 
that man. I went into the wagon where supper was 
ready. After the dishes were washed we knelt in 
prayer, lifting our souls to God and asking him to 
quiet our hearts, clear up our minds, paralyze the 
Devil’s power, and give us a mighty victory. Then 
we went to place our car in front of the City Hall. 
It was on quite a slope, but we succeeded neverthe- 
less. We had the biggest crowd we ever had in that 
Province. The calm was exceptiona!; nothing dis- 
turbed the meeting, which lasted one and one-half 
hours, and I never saw in all my life such a rush 
when we sold the New Testaments. We had prepared 
one hundred of them, thinking that fifty would be 
more than sufficient, but in less than ten minutes we 
were forced to open a new package of a hundred. _ 

Dear friends, we can go on with many such testi- 
monies, but this is certainly sufficient to give you a 
vision of that new field which is ripe, and right at 
our door. We meet strong opposition in some places, 
but practically none from the people themseives. All 
our meetings last over one hour and as a rule most of 
the audience remains to the end. The stillness of these 
meetings, with the sale of the New Testaments, speaks 
for itself. 

What are we going to do? The Lord has wonder- 
fully blessed us by sending that Gospel Motor Wagon 
as a trial. Through it we have a new vision of the 
great possibility of preaching, besides our regular 
work, to thousands upon thousands of souls, cover- 
ing a great untouched area. We gained, without cost, 
a valuable experience for that most interesting and 
— work, a bes going to lose the fruits of 
the experience and let that great opportunity go by? 
May God forbid! <i cakes 


Liece, BELG1uM. 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or jdentity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad tc reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Among all your interesting answers 
to questions, as found in The Sunday School Times, I do 
not recall one relating to young people’s money offerings 
to the Lord’s work. A certain young people’s society, of 
which I am a helper, constantly sends children from door 
to door selling candy, cards, and so forth, to get money 
for the work of the church; bakes are also held from time 
to time. I would like to have your advice on this. I be- 
lieve the Jewish children did not present offerings in Bible 
times until they were old enough to be earning their own 
living. Am I right? It seems to me the people are not 
attracted to the services of the church by this method. 
If one gives the money ‘to the child and does not take the 
article being sold, I feel it puts temptation in the child’s 
way. Yours, BLANK, - 


| se BLANK: Your attitude on this subject is 
certainly the right one. But do you realize that 
it is necessary for any of us to think on these things 
correctly to really have a spiritual life? We must 
bear in mind that we are stewards and that we are 
responsible to the Lord when he returns for what we 
mee had, whether it be much or little (Luke 12: 42- 
48). 
' We, the mothers, are responsible for the influence 
on the children, and the plan of giving which they 
will in after years in all probability, follow. In this 
day it does not tend to make us popular to take a firm 
stand on these things, but if the “eye is single to the 
glory of God,” that should be sufficient to satisfy us 
and cause us to press forward and use our influence 
to the enlightenment of the young. 

I wish you would send to the Layman Company (37 
North Dearborn Street, Chicago) and get a pamphlet 
(No. 34) called “A Mother’s Story of Her Two 
Boys,” by Margaret E. Edwards-Coles. You will find 


other illustrations in this pamphlet, which will be most 
helpful. 


‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Bible as the true guide is very clear in its urg- 
ing to “cheerful” (hilarious) giving, and to teach chil- 
dren they are helping the cause of God by going from 
door to door to sell anything, in the name of the Lord, 
is to be condemned, > 

The tithe-giving system, while many are speaking 
against it, saying it is a Jewish custom, we must re- 
member was done in all ages, and was the accepted 
plan, and nowhere in the New Testament is it refuted 
or spoken against, but proportionate giving is definitely 
taught (1 Cor. 16:2). Surely we will not do less than 
what the Jew did, who did not see the plan of salva- 
tion as we do! Our gratefulness should keep our 
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purses open and lead us to teach the young the joy of 
giving | 

To buy a ticket at the door, in the manner you sug- 
gest, is to encourage the young mind to get an er- 
roneous idea of God and his Church. I would never 
make such a purchase, but would be very careful to 
treat the child sweetly, and give a reason for my ‘re- 
fusal, and not offend the child, but give him a thought 
that will make him go and consider for himself, and 
perhaps cause the sender to think. 

Be fearless in your giving the children and young 
people the truth, and so plant the seed, and God will 
care for the reaping. 








A Sunday-school missionary 
exercise for four girls 








What Japan Needs Most, To-Day 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 














Caaracters : ale iy \j apanese village girls 
Mildred Stone, a social service worker 
Faith Hopkins, a real missionary 
Scene: A room in the home of Toyo San, in the vil- 
lage. 
(Enter Toyo San and Kimuri San) 
Toyo San: 


Well, it scarcely seems possible that our little 
village is to have a real American Bible woman for 
a whole week. Oh! I am so glad, I can hardly 
wait until she gets here.’ Ever since you and I were 
down to Osaka, and heard about Jesus, I have 
wanted the folks in our village to know about him. 

Kimuri San: 

Yes, and so have I. I have read the little book 
they gave us through and through, and I really be- 
lieve what it says about him. I have told my mother, 
but I don’t dare tell any of the girls that work 
with us in the silk factory. I know so little, and I 
am afraid of the Buddhist priests. 


Toyo San: 


But, think, Kimuri, just because we wrote to the 
Christians in Osaka we are to have a Bible woman 
who can tell the “good news” right here in our 
village. It is almost too wonderful to be true. The 
priests will not dare to harm her. Here comes a 
rickshaw over the hill now, and, Kimuri, look, there 
are two women! Is it possible two have come? 
Oh! It seems ltke a dream. 

(Enter Mildred Stone and Faith Hopkins) 
Mildred Stone: 


This must be Kimuri San and Toyo San who 
wrote to our Secretary in Osaka. I am Mildred 
Stone and this is Faith Hopkins, I am a social 
service worker and Miss Hopkins is from the mis- 
sion. Our work is not really connected with the 
mission, but Miss Hopkins was anxious to come after 
she read your letter in our office one evening, and 
our Secretary thought that if the mission would care 
to send Miss Hopkins it might be a good opportunity 
for her to observe our methods. 


Toyo San: 


We are so glad you came. Our people need you 
so much, and it will mean more to them than you 
can possibly know. Will you have a meeting this 
morning ? 

Miss Stone: 


I have been explaining to Miss Hopkins as we 
came along the road, that, since we are to be here 
only one week, we shall scarcely have time for all 
of the classes I shal! hold, and there will not be very 
much opportunity for Bible teaching. You see, this 
is my first field assignment, and I mean to accom- 
plish all I can. 

First, we shall have a class for mothers, in the 
mornings, and I shall show them how to care for 
their babies, and how to properly discipline children. 

Then in the afternoons, we shall have a class for 
children, and I shall give them simple kindergarten 
work and teach them helpful games. 

In the early evening we shall have a class for 
the working girls and shall teach them the care 
of the body, and perhaps we shall have some whole- 
some athletic games. After that we shall have a 
sewing class. 

Kimuri San: 


These will be wonderful, but Toyo San and I 
have wanted so much that our people should hear 
about Jesus. He has meant so much to us, but 
we do not know enough to tell our people. Surely 
there will be time for some Bible teaching! 


Miss Hopkins: 


It may be, girls, that while Miss Stone is having 
her morning classes I can take the children. I am 
sure the mothers will be glad to leave them with 
me. Then in the afternoon, while Miss Stone is 
teaching the children, perhaps I can speak to the 


. 


mothers. That will not interfere, will it, Miss 
Stone? 


Miss Stone: 


No, that would fit in nicely, but you will not get 
much observing done, if you do not attend my classes, 
and our time is limited, you know. Shall we go to 
our rooms now, Miss Hopkins? 

(Exit Miss Stone and Miss Hopkins. Miss Stone 
returns immediately, but stops in doorway, as she 
hears voices) 

Toyo San: 


I am so disappointed, Kirtu.i. I know our people 
need sorely the help Miss Stone is planning to give 
them, but this will not make them happy. Do you 
remember how dissatisfied we were in Osaka? It 
just seemed after we had attended all the classes 
and learned so many good things that we couldn’t 
come back to our village, with all its ignorance and 
superstition, 

Kimuri San: 


Yes, I remember how desperate I was. When 
I thought of our village and knew I had to come 
back here, I hated the Americans for bringing me 
down to Osaka, and letting me see just for. a little 
while the advantages I never could have. It was 
only after we found the Lord Jesus Christ, that eve- 
ning in the mission school, that I was content to 
come back. Why, I even wanted to come back so 
that my mother and the other folks here might 
know about him. ‘ 

Toyo San: 


Well, perhaps Miss Hopkins will have more op- 
portunity than we think. Suppose she had not come 
at all! That would have been hopeless, indeed. I 
am afraid, though, that Miss Stone’s classes will 
only spread discontent in our village, without really 
Satisfying, and we have enough discontent and sor- 
row now. 

(They start to leave the room. Enter Miss Stone, 
followed by Miss Hopkins) 
Miss Stone: 


Stop a moment, girls. I have overheard what you 
have just said. I was hurt at first, but, really, I 
have been thinking lately that perhaps I have not 
understood Japan’s real need. Some of the things 
you said, coupled with some things Miss Hopkins 
told me on our way here, have made me feel that 
in my work I have been all wrong. Miss Hopkins, 
will you take charge, and have just the meetings 
these girls want? 

Miss Hopkins: 


We will both work together, dear, with the Lord 
Jesus in charge, and I know you will be glad. He 
will use all your social service and educational tal- 
ents; they will not be wasted, but he wants these 
people to know about him first. Then and only 
then, can education really help them. 

Miss Stone: 


Well, I am going to write some of my girl friends 
who are in college now, preparing for social serv- 
ice, and tell them what I have come all the way to 
Japan to learn, and urge them to prepare to meet first 
the real need of all people who are without Christ. 

You will have to teach me, Miss Hopkins, for I 
am ashamed to admit that although I have been a 
Christian ever since I can remember, I really do not 
know how to tell any one else how to find Christ. 
Oh! I do hope our home churches will make it 
their business to find out whether the money they 
are git ‘ missions not only in Japan, but in all 
lands is really going to spread first of all, the “good 
news” of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Kimuri San: 

Ch, I am so happy, I feel as though I could not 
contain it. I know that now our village will throw 
off the yoke of Buddhism which has held us in bond- 
age so long. It may be afterwhile, when the Sun- 
day-schools in America send over some more funds to 
the mission station, we can have a Bible woman for 
our very own, and a mission right here in our village. 
: (Exit all) 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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OCTOBER 4. PAUL IN ATHENS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 17 : 16-34 
Golden Text.—In him we live, and move, and have our being.—Acts 17 : 28 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


ATAN is attempting to establish his throne in 
S the human intellect to-day as perhaps at no other 
J time in the history of the world, unless it was 
in the days of ancient Greece. Mr, Bryan against Mr: 
Darrow at Dayton was having an experience not un- 
like that of Paul against the Areopagites. 


The Historical Setting 


The philosophy of both the Epicureans and the Stoics 
dealt with the same problems — man, his duty, destiny, 
and relation to the universe and to God. The main tenet 
of Epicureans was that man’s chief end is enjoyment, 
They strove particularly to be delivered from fear 
of death, and Paul was therefore working his way 
up to help them, as he laid his sermonic course toward 
resurrection teaching. The Stoics were so named be- 
cause their founder, Zeno, had his school in a porch 
(Greek, “stoa”). They taught that man’s chief end 
was to be virtuous, but had nothing like a Scriptural 
standard, alas, of virtue. Zeno taught that there was 
a God who was not independent of matter, but was 
its reason, or spirit. Stoicism condemned idols, but 
tolerated idolatry as a development of their great 
god, the world. Matter was eternal, but the soul was 
corporeal, and there was no future life. Both Epicurus 
and Zeno died about three hundred years before Paul 
stood on Mars’ Hill. 


The Expository Meaning 


Verse 16—Now while Paul waited for them at 
Athens, his spirit was provoked within him, The glory 
of ancient days had departed from Athens, long the 
dominant power among the states of ancient Greece, 
but now conquered by Rome, although, in honor of 
its great past, granted the privileges of a free city. 
No other city in the world was ever so “full of idols.” 
Luke’s accuracy is borne out by other writers whom 
Howson and Spences quote: “Petronius remarks satir- 
ically that at Athens one could find a god easier than 
a man.” Another writes that it was impossible for 
one to make his way through these idols. Zenophon’s 
expression is the strongest when he calls the city “one 
great altar, one great offering to the gods.” 

The word “provoked” is in the Authorized Version, 
but “stirred” is just as strong a word. The verb is 
the root of the noun from which we get our word 
“paroxysm.” Paul had never been so indignant before, 
and his agitation was not that of a bold purist with a 
hammer of iconoclasm desiring to smash the objection- 
able in sculpture and the like, but because man had 
used his intellect to make art pander to idolatry. 


Verse 18—What would this babbler say? “Babbler” 
really means “a seed-picker,” a comparison to a famil- 
iar bird, “one who picks up bits of news and in- 
formation and retails them to others.” By the way, 
Socrates was condemned. on the very charge brought 
against Paul of being “a setter forth of strange gods,” 
and took hemlock in prison (399 B. C.). “Strange,” 
because Paul preached not only the immortality of the 
soul — Socrates and Plato had done the same — but 
the resurrection of the body. 


Verses 19-22—Brought him unto the Areopagus, 
saying, May we know what this new teaching is... 
This place was the name of a hill as well as of a 
judicial court which held its sittings there, and it got 
its name from the tradition that Ares (Mars), the 
god of war, was tried there by the gods for murder. 
If Paul had been formally arraigned before this court, 
Luke would doubtless have brought out the fact, but 
most Bible teachers think that he was merely escorted 
up there that he might receive a proper audience cham- 
ber. The strangers sojourning there (in Athens) 
were doubtless young Italians who had come to school. 
The Athenians enjoyed in particular the sensational. 
Demosthenes agrees with Luke, and says, “Tell me 
whether going up and down the market place and ask- 
ing each other, ‘Is there any news?’ is the business of 
your life.” Sixteen stone steps were cut in the rock 
at the southeast angle of this hill, leading up from 
the market place to the seats of the judges, which 
were benches of stone, excavated in the limestone 
rock and forming three sides of a quadrangle. Here 
Paul stood “in the midst of the Areopagus.” 

Verses 22, 23.—I perceive that ye are very religious. 
For ...I found also an altar .. .t0 AN UNKOWN GoD. 
“Why should the man be made to say ‘too supersti- 
tious,’”’ asks Dr. Stifler, “to whom any superstition 
would be too much, and why should he say ‘somewhat 
superstitious,’ when they were wholly so?” What Paul 
is really saying is, “I perceive that you are more rever- 
ential to the gods than others.” Paul has grasped the 


Devotional Reading; Psalm 139 : 7-12. 
Reference Material: John 4 : 19-26; x Corinthians 15 : 12-20, 
Primary Topic: Paul Tells the People about God. 

Lesson Material : Acts 17 : 16-34. 

Memory Verse: Our Father who art in heaven.—Matt. 6 : 9. 
Junior Topic: Paul Preaches on Mars’ Hill. 

Lesson Material: Acts 17: 16-34. 

Memory Verses ; Jone 4: 24. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: God the Father of all Mankind. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: True and False Ideas of God. 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 22-34 
. And Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus, and 

said, 

Ye men of Athens, in all things 1 perceive that ye are 
1very religious. 23 For as 1 passed along,, and observed 
the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with 
this inscription, To an Unknown God. What therefore ye 
worship in ignorance, this 1 set forth unto you. 24 The 
God that made the world and all things therein, he, being 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in 2 temples made 
with hands; 25 neither is he served by men’s hands, as 
though he needed anything, ing he himself giveth to 
all life, and breath, and all things; 26 and he made of one 
every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
having determined their appointed seasons, and the bounds 
of their habitation; 27 that they should seek God, if haply 
they might feel after him and find him, though he is not 
far from each one of us: 28 for in him we live, and move, 


and have our being; as certain even of your own poets 
have said, 





For we are also his offspring. 

29 Being then the offspring of God, we ought not to think 
that *the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, 
graven by art and device of man. 30 The times of igno- 
rance therefore God overlooked; but now he * commandeth 
men that they should all everywhere repent: 31 inasmuch 
as he hath appointed a day in which he will judge ° the 
world in righteousness *by 7the man whom he hath or- 
dained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raised him from the dead. 

32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, 
some mocked; but others said, We will hear thee concern- 
ing this yet again. 33 Thus Paul went out from among 
them. 34 But certain men clave unto him, and believed: 
among whom also was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a 
woman named Damaris, and others with them. 

2Or, somewhat superstitious 2Or, sanctuaries *®Or, 

that which is divine *Some ancient authorities read 
declareth to men. ®Gr. the inhabited earth. Gr. in. 
7Or, a man 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








situation with marvelous insight, and with unsurpassed 
skill he “proceeds to lay ‘bare the futility of unaided 
human efforts to find out God.” “It is a grand crisis, 
and this Jew is equal to it,” cried out William Arnot, 
once, from his pulpit in Edinburgh’s Free Church. 
“The apostle of Jesus Christ is at length face to face 
with human civilization in its highest form, and his 
aim is to overturn it—to place it on a new founda- 
tion, and animate it with a new spirit.” No one knew 
better than Paul how to be all things to all men. He 
could find a word of praise in the fact that the Athen- 
jans were devotional, although their devotion takes 
the wrong channel. 

Verse 24.—The God that made the world .. . dwell- 
eth not in temples made with hands. Paul is repeat- 
ing a statement which drove him to frenzy when he 
heard Stephen make it with regard to the one temple 
at Jerusalem; now he is applying it, as he points to 
the shrines in the city, to all heathen temples. 

Verse 25.—Neither is he served by men’s hands. 
God does not need the costly offerings of food and 
drink placed in the heathen temples for him, but he 
himself is the giver of “life, breath, and all things.” 

Verse 26.—He made of one every nation of men. 
The Athenians believed that they themselves, as the 
intellectual aristocrats of the ages, had sprung from 
soil of Attica. Paul is striking at the prevalent heathen 
notion that because different peoples were created by 
different gods, they must worship these various gods. 

Verse 27.—That they should seek God... he is not 
far from each one of us. God is ready to be found 
by any one, though he will not compel recognition. 


Verse 28.—For in him we live, and move, and havé 
our being. “Better,” says Plumptre, “we live, and are 
moved, and are. Each of the verbs used has a definite 
philosophical significance. The first points to our 
animal life; the second from which is derived the 
Greek word used by ethical writers for passions, such 
as fear, love, hate, and the like—not, as the English 
verb suggests, to man’s power of bodily motion in 
space ,..; the third, to that which constitutes our true 
essential being, the intellect and will of man.” 

Verse 290.—Being then the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, 
or silver. Paul proves the statement that we are God’s 


offspring by proof acceptable to the Athenians, at least, 
by quoting from Aratus, a poet of Silicia, Paul’s na- 
tive country, who wrote 300 years before this time. 
The work from which it is quoted is “The Phznom- 
ena,” an astronomical poem. The same statement was 
made by another ancient poet, Cleanthes, in his “Hymn 
to Zeus.” - Paul is said to be quoting from Menander 
in 1 Corinthians 15: 33, and from Epimenides in Titus 
23:32, 

Verse 30.—The times of ignorance therefore God 
overlooked. What boldness! Could intellectual Athe- 
nians ever be guilty of ignorance? Yes, indeed, they 
have themselves acknowledged it in that unique altar! 
God overlooked the ignorance of nations in times past, 
but now, since his Son has died on the cross, he com- 
mands universal repentance. 


Verse 32.—Now when they heard of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, some mocked. Paul had helped to 
interrupt Stephen’s address; now he has the experi- 
ence of having his own sermon interrupted, 


Verses 33, 34.—Thus Paul went out from among 
them. But certain men clave unto him, and believed. 
Paul wrote no letter to any Athenian church. “The 
city,” says Howson, “was one of the last of the great 
European centers really to accept Christianity.” Dio- 
nysius must have | , as a judge, a man of much 
eminence, but nothing is known of Damaris, but it is 
interesting to remember that besides these two there 
were others. God’s Word never returns to him void, 
The Homiletical Form 
1. Athens and the Athenians (vs. 16-22). 

2. Paul’s sermon on Mars’ Hill 

1. The unknown God can be found (v. 23). 

2. He made the universe (v. 24). 

3. His relationship to men (vs. 25-28). 

4. His character and nature (v. 20). 

5. He is moral governor of mankind (vs. 30, 31). 
3. The results of the sermon 


1. The offense of the cross (v. 32). 
2. A sheaf of wheat (vs. 33, 34). 


The Topical Values 


Did Paul Preach the Wrong Sermon?—There are 
some who say Paul realized on the way over to Corinth 
that he had preached the wrong sermon on Mars’ Hill, 
and that that is why we hear him saying, as set down 
in the first chapter of First Corinthians, that “the 
world by wisdom knew not God,” and that henceforth 
he would preach only Christ and him crucified, There 
seems every reason, however, to think that Paul was 
most marvelously guided by the Holy Spirit in all that 
he said at Athens, and that he was going on to preach 
more about Christ and him crucified when his sermon 
was interrupted. The failure at Athens lay not in the 
substance of the seed sown, but in the soil into which 
it was cast. Human philosophy is stony ground. 


Ancient Greeks and Modern Evolutionists—To dis- 
tinguish themselves from outside barbarians, the 
Greeks had a poetical theory that their ancestors sprang 
full-panoplied from the soil of their native heath. The 
modern fable of the origin of man is alleged to be 
scientific rather than poetical, but it is just as absurd, 
and adamantine against the Gospel as Athenian phil- 
osophy. It assumes in its “millions of guesses all 
strung together,” as Mr. Bryan phrased it, that man 
came along through an infinite succession of steps 
from a protoplasm, or something earlier. Paul’s ser- 
mon on Mars’ Hill is the only answer to this modern 
philosophy. 

The Three Groups of Hearers—There were three 
classes of Paul’s hearers; mockers, hesitators, and be- 
lievers. The procrastinators perhaps really did think 
they would hear Paul again, but there is no evidence 
that Jesus of Nazareth ever passed that way again. 
No wonder the believers, the third class, clave unto 
Paul, for it is natural for us to wish fellowship with 
the man who leads to know our wonderful Saviour. 
The Gospel encounters the same three classes to-day. 


The Practical Aim 


The Offense of the Cross. “Ye men of Athens” 
(v. 22). The cross is the only answer to the ques- 
tions human philosophy has never been able to answer. 
Says Canon Howson, “If Paul uttered the solemn 
words before Rome which had conquered the world 
and gloried in the name, ‘the Eternal City,’ — Christ 
the power of God to every one that believeth, he now 
uttered before Athens, crowned with the triumphs of 


human wisdom, — Christ the wisdom of God to every 
man that repesteth.” 


Final Word 


The great reason for repentance is the coming 
Judgment Day, and Judge (v. 31). 
NARBERTH, Pa. 


Lesson for October 4 
Acts 17 : 16-34 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate .Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT circumstance directly contributed to Paul’s 
coming to Athens? 

2. Why was Paul alone at Athens? 

3. What stirred Paul’s spirit at Athens? 

4. What is a subtle form of idolatry of which many are 
guilty to-day? 

s. As Christ looks into your heart to-day is he “stirred” 
by seeing any such idols there? (Personal.) 

6. With how many different classes of hearers did Paul 
come in contact in Athens? 

7. What did he preach about in Mars’ Hill? 

8 What teaching principle did Paul use in Athens? 

9. In how many instances did he employ it in his address? 

10. How did he work it out? 

11. What endorsement of the Genesis account of creation, 
and inferentially of the Great Flood, is found in Paul’s 
sermon in Athens? 

12, What does Paul have to say of God’s hand in the 
history of ail nations, in this sermon? 

13. May onesbe “very religious” and not know Christ? 

14. What part of Paul’s teaching was distasteful to the 
Athenians? Why? ; 

15. How may even unenlightened heathen know, in a 
measure, about the true God? 

16. Do we Yhow the God whom we worship? How did 
Paul express the desire to know Christ? 

17. How did Jesus describe true worship? 

18, Who shall judge the world? ’ 

19. With what other sermons recorded in the Bible may 
this one be compared, in fame and familiarity ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Gas Wells.—Ye men of Athens, ... I perceive that 
ye are very religious (v. 22). There was nothing 
slow about “ye men of Athens” in their religion and 
the gods of it. They were out to get,em comin and 
goin’! So they set up the monument to any who might 
be left out of the catalogue, by the monument to the 
“Unknown God.” Had the god Telephonus turned 
up the Areopagi would have said, “Look, Telephonus, 
there you are.” Ditto with Appendicitus, Radiotus, 
Cinematus, Locomotus, Airplanus, or any of the rest. 
Our intellectual Greek had a god for everything and 
anything from the wind that blew to the stars that 
shone. When I studied Greek history the place that 
interested me most was that old gas well where spoke 
the Delphic Oracle. The “smartest people in the 
world” went to a gas well for their religion. And 
thousands of the “smartest people” are still depending 
upon some gas well for their religion! (1 Tim. 6: 20.) 
Once I paid a perfectly good dollar for the privilege 
of hearing a celebrated man talk about the “Zeit- 
geist,” if that’s the way to spell it. Two thousand 
people hung upon his words and applauded as he ridi- 
culed all things Christian, especially the minister and 
priest. His deliverance was all “gas” and for revenue 
only. Two thousand dollars, less hall rent, for that 
particular eruption. Yet some two thousand American 
intellectuals applauded an “Amen” to the diatribe. I 
was one of his “Immortals” and have his beautiful 
books and wonderful essays. He knew how to say it. 
Before he went down on the Lusitania some one said, 
referring to a bitter attack upon religion, “I don’t 
believe that stuff of yours.” ‘Neither do I,” was his 
reply. And it is very doubtful if these smart and cul- 
tured Greeks to whom Paul came really believed in 
their own pantheon. Had that same Athens taken hold 
of that which Paul had to offer, what a people the 
Greeks would have been with their splendid equipment! 


What Greece Missed.—For in him we live, and 
move, and have our being; as... your own poets 
have said (v. 28). Paul knew the poets. So does 
every man who likes good things. The real poet has 
a way of singing things that get next to you. Paul 
was something of a poet himself, his masterpiece be- 
ing 1 Corinthians 13. This little poem is worth having 
by heart. Drummond says we ought to. read it con- 
stantly. A very good man once said to me: “I have 
no use for poetry and stories, the Bible is good enough 
for me.” Then I asked him for some of his favorite 
passages. He gave me among others Psalm 23, Psalm 
19, John 14; Isaiah 53, 1 Corinthians 13, James 1, 
Revelation 22, Ruth, Malachi. I nearly laughed my 
head off because he had selected’ some of the greatest 
poems ever written, and one of the world’s greatest short 
stories. Some of those poems sing themselves. You 
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can be pretty sure that at the University of Tarsus 
the course in letters embraced the Hebrew and Greek 
poetry and they had their part in building up that 
wonderful brain of the itinerating missionary. Paul 
had come to the center of Greek culture with’ some- 
thing that far surpassed all the Greek’s beautiful 
dreams and cunning philosophies. What a day that 
had been for Greece had she opened her arms and 
cried, “You have come at last — you with your knowl- 
edge of the Father-God, for whom our great -Soc- 
rates and Plato longed.” All the world had been even 
as now living and moving and having its being in 
him, whether conscious of it or not. That which 
paganism called “God,” and stood afar off and trem- 
bled, Christianity calls “Father,” and loves. This 
is what Paul brought to Athens for the “Unknown 
God,” and what he brings to a lot of intellectual pagans 
in this modern day. 


The Last Chance.—Some mocked; ... others said, 
We will hear thee ... again. Thus Paul went out 
from among them (vs. 32, 33). Manana, in Spanish, 
to-morrow. The putters-off. The side-steppers. The 
dawdlers. The undeciders. If you know any more 
names just apply them. No wonder the Greeks had 
slipped to the bottom with all their smartness, and 
Rome ruled the roost. You cannot imagine Alexander, 
who pushed the Greek power to the “crying-for-more- 
to-conquer” place, saying, “Come around some other 
day.” Paul knew when he was turned down. When 
the executive says, “Mr. Ridgway, we will place your 
proposition on file,’ we know what it means. We have 
files of our own but we never say that. We know 
the Golden Rule and say “Yes” or “No.” We have 
only contempt for the dilly dallier who keeps a sales- 
man running after him when he has long decided to 
place the business with the fellow who plays golf with 
him or has a “pull” in some other way. And I might 
say in passing, concerns managed thus rarely amount 
to very much in the long pull. I like the book of 
Mark with its “straightway” or equivalent. Mark’s 
is a Johnny-on-the-spot narrative. A snappy Gospel, 
— insistent, convincing, gripping for the live, pulsing 
age in which we live. Hitting the high spots and 
drawing the pictures with a few master strokes like 
the skilled artist he was. And it was because these 
Greek intellectuals were all words and little brains 
(Greece was producing no great literature and art 
at this time) that they went along the line of least 
resistance and took it out in mocking and putting off. 
And so Athens lost its golden opportunity. And many 
another nation, and family, and business, and indi- 
vidual has made the same mistake when the Gospel 
has come to them. Some of Coatesville’s worst fail- 
ures would have been Coatesville’s greatest successes 
had these men heard and heeded when Heaven came 
to them with the Gospel (Matt. 23: 37-39). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


« 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE Law or APPERCEPTION.—All new knowl- 
edge and experience are appropriated and inter- 


preted through knowledge, and experience already 
acquired. 











AUL’S method at Mars’ Hill is a classic example of 


going from the known to the near-related unknown.’ 


The Athenians knew of the altar to the Unknown God, 
but the altar was itself a confession of the fact that 
they knew nothing of Him to whom the altar was 
erected; and so thé apostle got his “point of contact” 
from the environment which they had unconsciously 
prepared for him. His reference to their own poets is 
another evidence of the same sort of skilful teaching. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for . 

the year may had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 4—Paul in Athens .............0.00. Acts 17 : 16-34 
2. October 11.—Paul in Corinth ............... Acts 18: 1-17 
3. October 18.—Paul Writes to the Corinthians 


x Corinthians 12:1 to 13:13 
- October 25.—Paul in Ephesus ...... Acts 18:18 to 19:41 
- November 1.—The Fight Against Strong Drink — 
World’s Temperance Sunday ...Ephesians 6 : 1-20 
. November 8.—Paul’s Farewell at Miletus ..Acts 20: 1-38 
. November 15.—Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 22:30 
. November 22.—Paul. Before Felix ...Acts 23:1 to 24:27 
9. November 29.—Paul Before Agrippa ..Acts 25:1 to 2%: 3a 
10. December 6.—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck. Acts 27: 1-44 
11. December 13.—Paul in Melita and Rome ...Acts 28: 1- 
12. December 20.—Paul’s Summary of His Life 
2 Timothy 3:10, 113 4 > 6-18 


onNnNnN Uk 


Or, 
CHrIStMmOE “LOOSGR: ic iccchassaaeeeoccioccevsave Matthew 2:1-15 
Golden Text: Luke 2:11 
13. December 27.—Review: From Athens to Rome : 

Romans 8 ; 31-39 
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From the pedagogical standpoint their unwillingness 
to accept Paul’s teaching about the resurrection may be 
attributed to negative apperception. The Greeks were 
not ignorant of the immortality of the soul; but the 
resurrection of the body was a doctrine so different 
that it was too much for many of those who spent their 
time in hearing or telling some new thing. The new 
thing cannot claim interest if it be so entirely new that 
there is no point of contact with that which is not new, 

To the teacher of the lesson there are different points 
of contact with that which is within the experience of 
the pupil, but we need to recognize that the principle 
of adaptation must not be ignored, for with one grade 
of pupil that which will function may not prove pos- 
sible with another. For instance the class that has 
studied ancient history in high school will know some- 
thing about the city of Athens, or the well-read adult 
class something about the philosophy of the Stoics or 
Epicureans; whereas the intermediates may enjoy deal- 
ing with the lesson as an oration easily learned, whose 
content may be explained more adequately after some 
one of them has presented it to the rest of the class sit- 
ting as the Athenian audience. Or, it may be that in 
almost any grade it will be possible to connect the 
lesson to be taught with such ideas of “religion” as 
the class may have, showing how far one may be 
from Christ, even though he may be “very religious.” 

HuntTinopon, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
oe and two dollar> for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not t. send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ye go the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Mlustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
— desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Why We Cannot See God.—The God that made 
the world and all things therein (v. 24). “Why can- 
not God be seen by mortal eye?” asked the Emperor 
Trajan. “You say,” said he to Rabbi Joshua, “that 
your God is everywhere. I should like to see him.” 
“He is indeed everywhere,” said the rabbi; “but no 
mortal eye can behold his glory.” The emperor in- 
sisted. “Well,” said Joshua, “suppose we go first and 
look at one of his ambassadors,” and so saying he bade 
the emperor look at the dazzling sun. “Art thou un- 
able then to look at one of his creatures? How, 
therefore, couldst thou hope to look upon the Creator 
himself and live?”—From the Sunday School Chron- 
ticle. Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


During the Eclipse.—The God that made the world 
and all things therein (v. 24). A Christian woman 
and her friend — who used to be a Christian, but who 
thinks she no longer is one— were talking about the 
eclipse. Said the latter, “Didn’t you think it was 
weird, uncanny? It looked like the end of the world!” 
And the Christian replied: “I wasn’t afraid at all. 
I gloried in the fact that I had a God who could swing 
great spheres in space. I praised God through it all.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


The Passport.—Whereof he hath given assurance 
unto all men, in_that he hath raised him from the 
dead” (v. 31). The Rev. Harrington Lees has said: 
When in South Africa I heard a colored Christian 
give an address. This is .an illustration he used: 
“When a heathen is dying, the witch doctors put into 
his hand a dead bone as a passport into the world be- 
yond. But we do not grasp a dead bone as we pass 
through the veil. We grasp the hand of the Living 
Lord!”"—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Squirrel Tracks.—I passed along, and observed (v. 
23). A prominent Unitarian minister has lately spoken 
of human history as passing from Abraham to Jesus 
and_ from Jesus to Emerson! Which recalls, as far 
as Emerson is concerned, Emerson’s own parable of 
the highway running into a side road, then to a foot- 
path, and finally via a squirrel track up a tree—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by W. J. Hart, D. D:, 
Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


The Fishes’ Question.—IJn him we live, and move, 
and have our being (Golden Text). 


“Oh, where is the sea?” the fishes cried, 
As they swam the crystal waters through. 
“We have heard from of old of the ocean tide, 
And we long to look on the waters blue. 
The wise ones speak of the infinite sea — 
Oh, who can tell us if such there be?” 


And we who live in the sea of the infinite, are we to 
imitate those silly fishes, and ask, Where is the God 
who is not far from any of us, who may be in our in- 
most hearts by faith, and in whom we live and move 
and have our being?—From Dean Farrar, in the Sun- 





584 * 


day School Chronicle. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng, 


Only One Faithful God.—God .. . is 
not far from cach one of us (v. 27). A 
Mohammedan soldier in France, having 
noticed that Christian workers followed 
the armies into the very heart of danger, 
finally exclaimed: “Where has Buddha 
been? Where is Mohammed? We know 
where Jesus is. He is at our side.” Peo- 
ple understand this sort of evidence of 
God’s presence.—From the Christian En- 
deavor World. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


The Indian Seeker’s Joy.—That they 
should seek God, if haply they might feel 
after him and find him (v. 27). The most 
pathetic instance of the yearning of the 
human for the divine I have ever come 
across is that related by Dr. Whipple, 
Bishop of Minnesota. “Some years ago,” 
he said, “an Indian stood at my door, and 
as I opened the door he knelt at my feet. 
Of course I told him not to kneel. He 
said: ‘My father, I only kneel because my 
heart is warm to a man that pitied the 
red man. I am a wild man, my home is 
five hundred miles from here. I knew 
that all the Indians to the east of the 
Mississippi had perished and I never 
looked into the faces of my children that 
my heart was not sad. My father had 
told me of the Great Spirit, and I have 
often gone out into the woods, and tried 
to talk to him.’ Then he said so sadly 
as he looked into my face: ‘You don’t 
know what I mean; you never stood in 
the dark and stretched out your hand, 
and could not take hold of anything.’ 
Then I heard one day that you had 
brought to the red man a wonderful story 
of the Son of the Great Spirit.’ That 
man sat as a child, and he heard anew the 
story of the love of Jesus. And when 
we met again, he looked in my face and 
said, as he laid his hand on his heart: ‘It 
is not dark here now, it laughs all the 
time.’””"—Sent by J. E. Williamson, Not- 
tingham, Eng. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


HEREOF he hath given assurance 

unto all men, in that he hath raised 
him from the dead (v, 31). The literal 
reading is, “Whereof he hath offered 
faith [pistin] to all men.” This is the 
essential of the new covenant,— faith in 
the dead and risen Saviour. “May we 
know what this new dectrine is, whereof 
thou speakest?” the Athenians asked (v. 
19). They were ready to receive a 
teacher, but not a Saviour. The new doc- 
trine is in the Greek he kaine didache,— 
the new teaching. The new covenant in 
his blood is he kaine diatheke. How 
characteristic of all the Athenians in all 
the centuries! Avid of new _ theories, 
mocking at the new covenant of the dead 
and risen One. 


“Too superstitious” (v, 22), deisidai- 
monesterous, is probably better trans- 
lated “too religious.” It means literally 
“too fearful of the gods.” I suppose the 
name Desdemona is really “godfearing.” 
Certainly the name of Anastasia, so much 
used in Russian and Greek court circles, 
means “the resurrection,” and the Atheni- 
ans misunderstood Paul’s preaching of 
Jesus and the Resurrection to bea preach- 
ing of Jesus and Anastasia, two foreign 
divinities. 

Some mocked (v. 32). “Unto the Jews 
a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness,” wrote Paul of this experience 
in Athens (1 Cor. 1:23). The word 
chleuazo, to mock, is used only twice in 
the New Testament, and both times in 
Acts. “Others mocking said, These men 
are full of new wine” (Acts 2:13). 
These were Jews at Pentecost mocking 
the outpouring of the Spirit on Gentiles 
as well as on Jews. This was the peculiar 
Jewish stumblingblock, “And when they 
heard of the resurrection of the dead, 
some mocked” (17:32). These were 
Greeks who jeered at miracles, for such 
interpositions were foolishness to Greek 
philosophy, 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, holy, holy.” 

“Before Jehovah’s awful throne.” 
“I know whom I have believed.” 
“Oh, worship the King.” 

“The God of Abraham praise.” 
“Rock of Ages.” 

“Jesus is all the world to me.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the nfetrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,”” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“My Meditation” (250:1, 2). 
Psalm 119 : 97-104. 
“Now Hath Christ Been Raised” (28 : 1-3). 
Psalm 16 : 6-11; 1 Cor. 15 : 20. 
“The Sower” (261 : 1-3). Psalm 126: 3-6. 
“The Lord Unto His Christ” (222: 1-3). 
Psalm 110: 1-7. 
“My Heart Discern’”’ (280 : 1-3). 
Psalm 139 : 7-12. 
“Christ Shall Have Dominion” (152: 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 72 : 1-14. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we praise thy name for the conviction that 
comes to men by the Holy Spirit as to their 
sin, and their need of thy salvation. We 
pray that thou wilt move upon the hearts 
of any among us to-day who have not yet 
accepted thee. May they not be like those 
who heard the apostle Paul doubtingly, and 
with scorn, putting off the day of decision. 
Lord, if any of us are yet undecided as to 
our acceptance of thee as Saviour and Lord, 
wilt thou bring us to the point of decision, 
and enable us to believe with all our hearts, 
and to follow thee. In thy dear name, O 
Lord Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—What a wonderful 
series of lessons lies before us in this 
Quarter in the life of the apostle Paul! 
Let’s try to get at the secret of his life, 
as we move with him through the scenes 
of his ministry. We have a good deal to 
learn, too, in the way in which people 
received him. Here in this very lesson 
some mocked, but others said, “We will 
hear thee concerning this yet again.” But 
there were some who did better than this. 
What does the lesson say of certain 
men? Yes, they believed. That is far, 
far better than waiting and doubting,— 
so much better that it makes the differ- 
ence between eternal life and eternal sep- 
aration from God. We are not living 
in the times of ignorance of which Paul 
spoke to the Athenians. We have all 
the light that anybody could have, shin- 
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HOW CHRISTIANITY 
' DIFFERS FROM 
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ing forth from the Word of God. Let 
us not say we will hear this story of God’s 
love and his salvation through Jesus 
Christ. a little later on. We have heard 
it again and again. Let us belong, every 
one of us, to that company of persons 
who believe what Paul said. Let us pray. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ONTINUE Paul’s travel line from 
Berea to Athens, a short sea voyage, 
Tell the children that the people of Athens 
were great thinkers, and knew a great 
deal, but with all their knowledge they 
did not know God. The city was full of 
idols, some of them very beautiful, and 
this showed that the people wanted some- 
thing to love and worship. 

Paul was caer grieved over this idol- 
atry, and longed for the people of Athens 
to know the God who loved ‘them and the 
Saviour who had died for them. So he 
went to the synagogue, and told the good 
news to the Jews first. Then he went 
every day to the market-place, and told 
the people who came there about Jesus — 
how he died and rose again. This was all 
so new and strange to these people, who 
loved new and strange things, that they 
asked Paul to speak to them in a great 
public speaking-place. 


Paul was glad of this opportunity of | 


telling the good news to so many people. 
He preached them a beautiful sermon, 
He told them that he knew they were 
very religious, for they had a god for 
everything —a god of love, a god of 
war, a goddess of beauty; but it would 
take a long time to tell all of their gods 
and goddesses. But somebody realized 
that all of these gods failed to make him 
happy, so he built an altar to an “Un- 
known God.” Paul told the people that 
he wanted to tell them about this “Un- 
known God,” for he was the God who 
made the world and all the people in it. 
He told them that God was so great and 
wonderful that he did not dwell in any 
temple, however beautiful it might be, 
and that they ought not to think that God 
was like gold or silver or stone. And, 
although God is so great and high, still 
he is near to every one, and will be 
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found of every one who might “feel after” 
him. So he need not be an unknown God 
to them any longer. 

Then Paul told them that so long as 
they did not know these things God had 
looked over their idolatry, but now he 
was sending the good news into the world, 
and he commanded all people everywhere 
to repent, for he had appointed a day in 
which he would judge the world by the 
very Man who had died to save it. 

Try to make this matter of the judg- 
ment very clear to the children. Beware 
of making light of it, but show.them what 
Paul wanted the people of Athens to see 
—that the Judge would take their part, 
and become their Advocate, if they would 
only repent and believe the good news. 

Some of the people who heard Paul 
that day made light of the message, and 
some said they would hear Paul again. 
We do not know whether they had an- 
other opportunity to hear him or not, but 
we are glad that some who heard believed 
without waiting to hear again. 

Close the lesson by singing “Calling 
To-day,” or some other invitation hymn. 

CurnTon, S. C. ; 


— 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Hungry for God — everywhere. 


2. One woman who found him —in 
Athens. 











OU are not forgetting, teacher, that 
every girl in your class is hungry for. 
God—those who have found him in 
Some measure for more and more of him, 
those who have never tasted and seen that 
he is good for the first taste of that satis- 
fying “Bread of Life” eternal. Many will 
never voice this to you—perhaps to no 
Other soul—and some are entirely un- 
Conscious of this hunger, only giving evi- 
dence of it by the unceasing restlessness 
of their search after what they call “hap- 
iness.’ Such was the state of those 
earned .Athenians who heard Paul on 
Mars’ Hill, some two thousand years ago 
—hungry for the true God, but did not 
know it, only that they were ever seek- 
ing that “new thing” that would quell the 
restlessness that kept them ever on the 
search, 


2 Take your girls to that ancient 
Athens, still retaining much of its intel- 
lectual pre-eminence and artistic splendor 
in Paul’s time, and introduce them to 
that “gentlewoman named Damaris,” who 
heard the little, insignificant-looking 
Jew’s sermon on the text, “To the 
Unknown God.” Can you stand with her 
and them on the Areopagus, and see what 
they saw who stood there that day? You 
can know this almost as certainly — if 
you are willing to read and study a bit — 
as you can know what they heard as they 
listened to this first Gospel sermon ever 
preached in this, the most cultured strong- 
hold of old paganism. Like Damaris, 
they cannot resist this message if you 
know your Book as well as Paul did his 
theme and his audience that day, and 
verses 16 through 24 make very vivid the 
scenes and conversations of that day, and 
verses 23 through 31 give us a clear out- 
line of his sermon. (Did he give it to 
Luke afterward, or did Dionysius or 
Damaris remember_it so perfectly that 
they could recount it to Luke on some 
subsequent visit ?) 

Be sure to read this, one of the three 
most famous sermons in the Bible; from 
the Revised Version. Note the sig- 
nificant changes from certain inade- 
quate or obsolete words in the Author- 
ized Version: “religious” instead of “su- 
persitious,” “overlooked” instead of 
“winked at,” “one forefather” instead of 
“one blood,” “perhaps” instead of “haply” 
(a word never used by young people, and 
often misunderstood), and so on. 

But note also Paul’s quiet courtesy to 
these “Gentile dogs” (as he had been 
brought up to look upon all except Jews), 
his tact in his first approach to them, his 
implied compliment to their poets (as 
well as his familiarity with at least 
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Lesson for October 4 
Acts 17 : 16-34 


one), his swift, certain climax in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ as the corner- 
stone of the faith he preached —and 
their immediate rejection of such foolish- 
ness! Are your girls listening with Da- 
maris or the others who said, “We will 
near thee again on this subject”? 


Home Study 
Read all of Paul’s recorded sermons or 
defenses in Acts this week. 
Decatur, Ga. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: An “UNKNOWN GOD,” 
worshiped versus A KNOWN GOD un- 
worshiped. 

Discussion: Show the wholesome fruits 
of the true worship of Jehovah. Honor 
to him; the reaction upon the true wor- 
shiper. 

Objective: A true conception of God 
and of life. 











AY, fellows, threé Weeks ago our les- 
son dealt with the people of Berea, 
who searched the Scriptures daily to test 
the things they heard about Jesus Christ, 
for which wise practise the writer of Acts 
conferred upon them the title of nobility. 





To-day we are dealing with another ac- | 


tivity vital to spiritual life and growth, ' 


which is worsHIp. This is a day when 
much is being said about Christian ac- 
tivities, social service, and many bene- 
factions in the name of the Lord—all 
very good; but I am wondering if some 
of us are not forgetting something that 
God holds highly important, — that is, his 
worship. We look upon those Athenians 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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as pagans, because of their many idols 
and altars; but might they not have been 
nearer to pleasing God as they gropingly 
worshiped the “Unknown God,’ fearing 
they might leave wunworshiped some 
deity entitled to their devotions? Even 
in that blind way may they not have been 
nearer to pleasing God than we are to 
whom God_ has been made known, if, 
knowing, we fail to worship him in spirit 
and truth? Which is the greater mis- 
take, to worship the “Unknown God,” 
or to let our known God go unworshiped? 

But, you say, we do worship God: we go 
to church, to Sunday-school, to prayer- 
meeting —is not that worship? Not 
necessarily. We could do all that in a 
mechanical or even a flippant sort of way, 
chatting and joking as we go, yet fail to 
actually worship. Then, there are other 
places of worship besides those just 
named: we should worship God in private 
if we would get a balanced ration of 
spiritual nourishment. What is worship- 
ing God? 

Have you ever tried to analyze it to 
yourselves? Is it a mere performance, 
or is it something that really honors God 


and reacts finely on the worshiper? Wor- | 


ship is adoration and praise. It is some- 
thing which helps us see God in his wis- 
dom, power, and love, and makes us 
realize our need of him. It recognizes 


him as a person and as a spirit—as the’ 


Creator of all. Worship contemplates 
God in his wonder and greatness, his 
majesty and glory. It makes us very 
small in our own sight, and causes us to 
marvel that one so high, so holy, so pure, 
would find a way to deal intimately with 
our unworthy. lives. 

And does God set a value on worship? 
Hear our Lord telling the woman at the 
well: “The hour cometh, and now is, 
when the true worshipers shall worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. God 
is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth” 
(John 4:23, 24). Then read the Ninety- 
fifth Psalm and many other Psalms of 
praise and thanksgiving, which are given 
to show us how to contemplate and extol 
the supreme attributes of our God. 

Yes, fellows, God wants our worship, 
our genuinely expressed adoration of him, 
You love your mother. You provide for 
her well-being and comfort. You even 
surround her with every luxury, and yet 
she misses something: but suppose you go 
to her sometime in the quiet, place your 
arms about her and kiss her, and say, 
“Mother, you are the dearest, best mother 
in all the world—and I love you!” 
Don’t you think she would prize that as 
much as anything else? Perhaps it would 
more than anything else satisfy a certain 
longing of a mother’s heart. I believe 
God illustrates through our earthly 
parents something of his own parental 
love and longing. 

Then think of what the earnest worship 
of God does in its reaction upon our own 
lives. It keeps us reminded of our own 
humble place in the scheme of things. It 


helps us keep in mind our relation to) 


God’s other children and creatures. We 
could hardly turn from the true worship 
of God and show malice or unforgiveness 


—or go out and do a mean thing. The. 
only condition Jesus made in giving us| 


the Lord’s Prayer was concerning for- 
giveness: “Therefore if thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, and there rememberest 
that thy brother hath aught against thee; 
leave there thy gift before the altar, and 
go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy 
gift” (Matt. 5:23, 24). 

Truly, our worship program lies at the 
base of every other virtue. , 


GREENSBORO, N. C, 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of September 27) 
1.In a prayer-meeting in the church at 
Antioch. 
2, About two years. 


3. After they returned home they told of 
the wonderful works of God among the 
heathen, 


4. Silas went with Paul on his second 
journey. 


5- Antioch (Syrian), Salamis and Paphos 
(on Cyprus), Antioch (Pisidian), Iconium, 
Lystra, Derbe, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea. 

6.In Antioch Paul preached a whole year, 
where the disciples were first called Chris- 
tians; in Salamis they preached in the Jew- 
ish synagogues only: in Paphos Paul came 
in conflict with Elymas the sorcerer, but con- 
verted Sergius Paulus, the proconsul; in 
Antioch (Pisidian) Paul preached several 
Sabbaths, so that the Word was_ heard 
throughout the region, with many Gentile 
converts; in Iconium many both of Jews and 
Greeks believed, though persecution followed, 
from Antioch; in Lystra P-ul cured a lame 
man, so that the whole town was ready to 
worship him, and then quickly turned against 
him, when persecutors followed from Iconium, 
so that he was stoned there, and left for 
dead; Paul preached in Derbe; he preached 
by the riverside in Philippi, converting Lydia 
and her household, relieved a fortune-telling 
girl of an evil spirit and so was jailed, and 
there converted the jailer and his family; 
at Thessalonica Paul founded another church, 
but met determined opposition from the 
Jews; at Berea he found open-minded lis- 
teners, ready to test his message by their 
Scriptures. 
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7. In Salamis, Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, 
Thessalonica, Berea. 

8 Paul, Timothy, Silas, Luke. 

9. Lessons 5, 7, 10, 12. 


10. It is generally thought to have been 
written by the James who presided at the 
Jerusalem Council, and is included because 
of this fact, through the association, 


11, Separation from the world, a new life 
and different one from the old life out of 
which they had been called, which principle 
holds good to-day, though its outward prac- 
tises have changed since that day and civil- 
ization, 

12. Acts 13 : 49. 


13. By preaching, by personal testimony 
(personal work) and by Christ-like living. 

14. Persecution and suffering. 

15. Paul says he gloried in them and took 
pleasure in them (1 Cor. 12:9, 10). 

16. Hearts will be touched and yielded on 
one hand, and opposition will make itself 
felt on the other. 

17. Because it condemns sin and makes sin- 
ners uncomfortable in the light of God’s 
righteousness and grace. 











The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 27. October 4. Salvation from the Penalty and Guilt of Sin. 
Romans 4 : 1-25 


Golden Text.—For by grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of your- 
selves, it is the gift of God; not ef works, that no mam hould glory.—Eph. 2: 8,9 

















Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
28. Oct. 11.—Salvation from the Power of 
Sim crcccccccccccvccsccceccecs Romans 6 : 1-23 
Golden Text: Galatians 1:4 
29. Oct. 18—The Church: Her Member- 
GN adiksi rae asivesancssssecese Ephesians 2 
Golden Text: Ephesians 4 : 16 
30. Oct. 25—The Church: Her Mission 
Acts 1: 3-11; 15 319-18 
Golden Text: John 17 : 18 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


HE divine revelation concerning sal- 

vation should be mastered by every 
child of God, (1) since personal salva- 
| tion depends on it, (2) it is the one mes- 
| sage which God has committed to the 
| believer to proclaim to the world, and (3) 
/ it alone discloses the full measure of 
| God’s love. 





1. THE MEANING OF THE WorpD 
SALVATION 


| According to its largest meaning as 
used in the Scriptures, the word salva- 
_ tion represents the whole work of God 
by which he rescues man from the eter- 
nal ruin and doom of sin and bestows 
on him the riches of his grace, even eter- 
nal life now and eternal glory in heaven. 
| “Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9). 
Therefore, it is in every aspect a work 
of God in behalf of man, and is in no 
sense a work of man in behalf of God. 
Certain details of this divine undertaking 
have varied from age to age. We are 
assured that, beginning with Adam and 
continuing to Christ, .those individuals 
who put their trust in God were spiritu- 
ally renewed and made heirs of heaven’s 
glory. Likewise, the nation Israel will 
yet be spiritually born in a time as brief 
as the beat of a foot (Isa. 66:8). It is 
also said of the multitudes who are to 
live on the earth during the coming king- 
dom that all shall know the Lord from 
the least unto the greatest (Jer. 31: 34). 
However, the salvation which is offered 
to men in the present age is not only 
more fully revealed in the Bible as to 
its details, but it far exceeds every other 
saving work of God in the marvels which 
it accomplishes; for, as offered in the 
present age, salvation includes every phase 
of the gracious work of God. 


II. Tue Turee TENSES oF SALVATION 
1. The Past Tense. 





There are certain Scriptures which, 





when speaking of salvation, refer to it 
as being wholly past, or completed for 
the one who has believed (Luke 7: 50; 
¥ Cor, t% 16; 3 Cor. 4: 25; Eon, 2: §; 3), 
and so perfect is this divine work that the 
saved one is said to be safe forever (John 
Beggs 10:40, 26; Kom: S:1, K. V.). 

2. The Present Tense. 

This aspect of salvation, which is the 
theme of the next lesson, has to do with 
present salvation from the reigning 
power of sin (Rom. 6:14; Phil. 1:19; 
2:12, 13; 2 Thess. 2:13; Rom. 8:23 
Gal, 2: 19, 20; 2 Cor.'3: 18), 

3. The Future Tense. 

The believer will yet be saved into full 
conformity to Christ (Rom. 8:29; 13: 
tr3 t Pet. 1:5; 1 John 3:2). The fact 
that some aspects of salvation are yet to 
be accomplished for the one who believes 
does not imply that there is ground for 
doubt as to its ultimate completion; for 
it is nowhere taught that any feature of 
salvation depends upon the faithfulness 
of man. God is faithful, and, having be- 
gun a good work, he will perform it un- 
til the day of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6). 


III, Two Aspects oF THE Work oF Gop 


When contemplating the work of God 
for lost men, it is important to distinguish 
between the finished work of Christ for 
all which is completed to infinite perfec- 
tion, and the saving work of God which 
is wrought for, and in, the individual at 
the moment he believes on Christ. 

1. The Finished Work of Christ. 

“It is finished” is the last recorded 
word of Christ before his death (John 
19:30). It is evident that he was not 
referring to his own life, his service, or 
his suffering; but rather to a_ special 
work which his Father had given him to 
do, which did not even begin until he 
was on the cross and which was com- 
pleted when he died. This was distinctly 
a work for the whole world (John 3: 16; 
Heb. 2:9), and, in a provisionary sense, 
provided redemption (1 Tim. 2:6), rec- 
onciliation (2 Cor. 5:19), and propitia- 
tion (1 John 2:2) for every man. The 
fact that Christ died does not save men, 
but it provides a sufficient ground upon 
which God in full harmony with his holi- 
ness is free to save even the chief of 
sinners. This is the good news which 
the Christian is appointed to proclaim to 
all the world. The blood of God’s only 
and well beloved Son was the most pre- 
cious thing in his sight, yet it was paid 
to ransom the sinner. The offense of 
sin had separated the sinner from God, 
yet God provided his own Lamb to deal 
with the sin forever. The holy judg- 
ments of God were against the sinner be- 
cause of his sin, yet Christ became the 
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for the sin of the whole 
world. The fact that all of this is al- 
ready finished constitutes a message 
which the sinner is asked to believe on 
txe testimony of God. One can scarcely 
be said to have believed who, having 
heard this message, has not experienced 
a sense of relief that the sin question has 
thus been adjusted, and a sense of grati- 
tude to God for this priceless blessing. 


2. The Saving Work of God. 

The saving work of God which is ac- 
complished the moment one believes in- 
cludes various phases of God’s gracious 
work: redemption, reconciliation, propi- 
tiation, forgiveness, regeneration, imputa- 
tion, justification, sanctification, perfec- 
tion, glorification. By it we are made 
meet (Col. 1:12), made accepted (Eph. 
1:6), made the righteousness of God (2 
Cor, 5:21), made nigh (Eph. 2:13), 
made sons of God (John 1:12), made 
citizens of heaven (Phil, 3:20, R. V.), 
made a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17), made 
members of the family and household of 
God (Eph. 2:19; 3:15), and made com- 
plete in Christ (Col. 2:10). The child 
of God has been delivered from the 
power of darkness and translated into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son (Col. 1: 13), 
and he now possesses every spiritual 
blessing (Eph. 1:3). 


propitiation 


IV. THe Guitt anv PENALTY oF SIN 
REMOVED 

Among the stupendous works of God 
just mentioned, the guilt and penalty of 
sin is seen to have been removed; for it 
is said of the saved one that he is both 
forgiven all trespasses and is justified 
forever. God could not forgive jand 
justify apart from the cross of Christ; 
but since Christ has died, Gad is able to 
save to the uttermost all who come to 
him by Christ Jesus, 


V. SatvaTion ConpITIONED Upon ONE 
THING ALONE 

In the New Testament in about one 
hundred and fifteen passages, the salva- 
tion of a sinner is declared to depend 
only upon believing, and in about thirty- 
five passages to depend on faith, which is 
a synonym of believing. The Scriptures 
everywhere harmonize with this over- 
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whelming body of truth. God alone can 
save a soul and God can save only 
through the sacrifice of his Son. Man 
can sustain no other relation to salvation 
than to believe God’s message to the ex- 
tent of turning from self-works to de- 
pend only on the work of God through 
Christ. Believing is the opposite of do- 
ing anything; it is trusting another in- 
stead. Therefore, the Scriptures are vio- 
lated and the whole doctrine of grace con- 
fused when salvation is made to depend 
on anything other than believing. The di- 
vine message is not “believe and pray,” 
“believe and confess sin,” “believe and 
confess Christ,” “believe and be baptized,” 
“believe and repent,” or “believe and 
make restitution.” These six added sub- 
jects are mentioned in the Scriptures and 
there they have their full intended mean- 
ing; but if they were as essential to sal- 
vation as believing they would never be 
omitted from any passage whereifi the way 
to be saved is stated (note John 1: 12; 3: 
10, 30; 5: 2a; O10; 20731; Act 16: 


ty om, TS i6* 8:29; 4c6, ahs §: 
10:4; Gal. 3:22). Salvation is only 
through Christ and men are therefore 


saved when they receive him as their 
Saviour. 


Datvas, TEx. 





Reading Suggestions 
for Next Week’s Lesson 

Reigning in Life. By J. East Harrison. 
Heart-to-heart talks with Christians on God’s 
provision for victory over sin during this 
present life. Gives the good news of full and 
instant deliverance, shows God’s way through 
the Victorious Christ. A book for hunger- 
ing hearts. $1.50. 

The Victorious Christ. Conference mes- 
sages noteworthy for their spiritual depth 
and wide practical application. Addresses 
by Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, the Rev. Gor- 
don Watt, the Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie, the Rev. 
J. S. Flacks, the Rev. L. L. Legters, Charles 
Gallaudet Trumbull, Addison C. Raws, and 
others. 272 pages. $1.25. 

What Is the Gospel. By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. Straightforward talks on Evan- 
gelism for “the man in the street” — and 
every one else. It gives God’s Word on 
Why Men are Lost, How Men are Saved, 
What Is Salvation, The Blessed Hope, The 
Victorious Life. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 
cents. 

He That Is Spiritual. By Lewis Sperry 
Chafer. A wonderfully rich study of the 
deeper truths of the Christian life. “The 
spiritual reasoning of the book is close and 
will require thoughtful reading, but it will 
develop devotion, faith, and joy in those 
whose hearts are open to the truth.” $1. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


E HAVE had so many lessons on 

sin and salvation that I am sure we 
know now that al/ are guilty of sin and 
under the penalty of death. But as 
truly as all are sinners we also know 
that Jesus is able and does save us from 
the penalty and guilt of sin. 

When we read Romans 4 God tells us 
that, beginning with Abraham, men have 
been saved by faith in Jesus Christ and 
their sin is blotted out forever and for- 
ever. 

We will study together Luke 5: 17-26 
and Matthew 9:2-8. These Scriptures 
will show us plainly that Jesus has power 
to forgive sin, 

One day Jesus was teaching in Caper- 
naum. There was a crowd of lawyers 
and doctors out of every town around 
there, many of them there just to find 
fault with Jesus. 

While Jesus was talking to the people 
crowded about him, four men came to 
the door, bringing a man on his bed, sick 
with palsy. They stood at the door and 
pushed and tried to make their way in 
with the poor helpless man. When they 
saw they could not get to Jesus through 
the door, they went up on the roof, and 
holding to the four corners of the man’s 
bed, they took off the roof tiling and 
let the man down right in front of Jesus 
and before all the people. 

“When he saw their faith.” Jesus knew 
that the four men who carried the sick 
man believed that he would cure him. 
He also saw that the palsied man was 
tired of sin and weary of his poor dis- 
eased body. 





Jesus said, “Man, thy sins are for- 
given.” Some of the men present did 
not believe and they were saying to them- 
selves that only God can forgive sins. 
Jesus knew what they were thinking, so 
he said, ‘““Which is easier to say, Thy sins 
be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and 
walk ?” 

And before their eyes Jesus showed 
them he could not only cure the sin in 
the soul but also the sickness of the body. 

So he said, “But that ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power to for- 
give sins,” he turned to the sick man and 
said, “Arise, and take up thy couch, and 
go into thine house.” 

Quickly the man arose, rolled up his 
bed, and walked out before them all, with 
the smile of forgiveness upon his face. 

This man was guilty of sin and the 
penalty was death. But when he believed 
on Jesus his guilt was washed away in 
the blood of the Lamb. Jesus paid his 
penalty for him and he went with the 
spirit of the Lord in his life and with 
a new strength in his poor weak legs. 

He did exactly as Jesus told him to 
do. He didn’t want to leave the side of 
Jesus for he loved him, but Jesus said, 
“Go into thine own house.” And what 
a happy family gathered that day because 
of the salvation of Christ. It was the 
talk of the whole town, and the people 
praised and glorified the Lord for his 
wonderful power. 


Memory Verse 
Luke 5: 24a, 
Fort Worth, Tex. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





October 11. They “First Gave Their Own 
Selves” —a Stewardship Meditation, 2 
Cor, Ss 1-25; 

October 18. What is Expected of a Christian | 
Citizen? Mic. 6:8; Tit. 3: 1-8. (Citizen. | 
ship Day.) 

October 25. Our New Americans: How They 


Help Us and How We 
Deut. 10 : 12-22; Luke 7: 1-5. 

November 1. Can We Live by the Golden 
Rule? Matt. 7:12; Lev. 19: 18; Gal. 6:14, 
(Consecration meeting.) 


Help Them. 





Sunday, October 4 


How Can Our Society Benefit Our 
Community? (Matt. 5: 13-20) 
(Consecration meeting. Rally 
Sunday.) 





Mon.—By a Christian life (Eph. 5 : 8-16). 
Tues.—Open-air services (Acts 16 : 14, 15). 
Wed.—Leaven of good (Matt. 13 : 33). 

Thurs.—By personal evangelism (John 1 : 


35-42). 
Fri.—By fervent prayer (1 Tim. 2: 1-8). 
Sat.—By good citizenship (Rom. 13 : 1-8). 











What work for our community can our 
society do? 

What can we do to bring into our society 
young people in our community? 


What is our year’s program of community 
work ? 


GROUP of college girls were dis- 

cussing, in a Bible study, the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, and were asking why 
Christians are like salt. All. thought of 
course of salt’s preservative qualities. 
Then a Chinese girl in the group sug- 
gested quietly, “Salt creates thirst.” The 
truth went home. Christians are not 
only to bring joy and comfort into the 
lives of others. We should create thirst 
for the things of God. Our lives should 
be such that people would continually 
come to us and ask us to explain our- 
selves. 

This is just as true of our life in the 
community in which we live as it is of 
our church life, or our business life, Un- 
less by our very presence in the commun- 
ity we are creating a thirst in the hearts 
of those who see us come and go, we are 
not serving the best interests of the com- 
munity, and certainly we are not serv- 
ing our Lord and Master in the way he 
would have us live for him. 

It is not enough merely to talk about 
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Investment 


Without Care 


There are cares connected with nearly 
every form of investment. Securities 
may be affected by changed condi- 
tions or may mature, making it neces- 
sary to reinvest the money. There is 
the constant necessity of cutting and 
collecting coupons. 


Avoid Cares 


Investing In 


National Bible Institute 
Annuity Bonds 


1.—The security behind them is the highest 
type of improved, i produci 
New York Real Estate used for Christian 
Education and Mission Work. 





2.—The annual return which corresponds to 
interest on bonds is extremely liberal 
and continues during life. 


3.—Checks cov annuity payments are 
regularly mailed at each semi-annual 
without any trouble to the holder 


pe 
of the bonds. 





Beyond all, the money is constantly 
at work extending the Gospel at home 
and abroad. 


For rates and detailed information 
address: 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
330-348 West 55th Street, 
NEW YORK CITY. 


DON 0. SHELTON, President. 
HUGH R. MONRO, Treasurer. 














HEGEMAN HALL 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


A boy’s collage P school that is distinctly 
Christian. Faculty of college trained men who do 
intensive work. Small classes. {$100,000 administra- 
tion building (shown above) just completed. Other 
modern buildings including new gymnasium on fine 
large campus. Supervised indoor and outdoor sports. 
ohn F, Carson, D.D., LL.D., President. 
rank E. Gaebelein, A. M., Principal. 
For catalog address the Principal. Box S, Stony 
Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 
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Bible Puzzlers 


to Interest the Children 
in the Old Testament 


Who rescued his kingdom for $1,875,000? 

What giant had a bed 13 ft. x6 ft? 

What happened in the Valley of Bones ? 

Who was the first musician ? 

Who made an altar out of kis pillow ? 

Who took a census which cost the lives of 
70,000 people ? 


Five Hundred Bible Story 


Questions and Answers 
By Samuet Scovittg, Jr. 
50 cents, postpaid. 
Tue Sunpay ScHOooL Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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For Tender Faces 
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Lesson for October 4 
Acts 17 : 16-34 





Christian 
msocum OLUgAder 





Not a System but a Method 





THER or not you use the 
Christian Crusader Badges and 
other supplies sold by this company, 
you must use the fundamental prin- 
ciples of teaching, training, and char- 
acter building which comprise the 
Christian Crusader Method, if you 
would have an efficient and success- 
ful Sunday school. 


you are probably already using 

(knowingly or unknowingly) lit- 
tle or much of the Christian Crusader 
Method. 


E want you to know the method 

in full—how it can be used to 
increase attendance, diminish tardi- 
ness, stimulate Bible and lesson study, 
train in giving, and build character. 


vo are under no obligation to 

use the Christian Crusader sup- 
plies—that is for you to decide. But 
we know that the able, conscientious, 
and consecrated teacher will welcome 
the information, suggestions and ex- 
planation of the principles of the 
Crusader Method. 


Address Department F. 
Duplex-Richmond, Virginia 






and complete data will be 
sent Without cost or 
obligation. 











ATTENTION 
CHRISTIAN 
INVESTORS 


The Moody Bible Institute ot 
Chicago offers you an oppor- 
tunity to invest your funds at 
the rate of from 4 to 11% in 
its Life Annuity Contracts. 


Such an investment not only 
gives you perfect security and 
a liberal return on your 
money, but also enables you 
to have a part in carrying on 
the Lord’s work. 


Write for our free annuity 
circular giving complete infor- 
mation. State your birthdate. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Box S 93 153 Institute Place 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 














The New National Bible Institute Headquarters 
Guest Accommodations 


Pastors,Missionaries, Evangelists and other Christian 
workers, together with members of their families, can 
secure most desirable accommodations when visiting 
New York in the new fire-proof building of the Na- 
tional Bible Institute erected at the heart of the City. 
Every room is an outside room, newly furnished, with 
hot and cold running water. Rates exceptionally low. 
For detailed information or reservations address 


Guest Secretary C., 340 West 55th Street, New York City. 


No. 2. English. Ministerial Course 


Leading to graduation. Study at home. For both 
sexes. Best books. Announcements. Write 


Prof. C. J.Burton,Bible University, Eugene,Ore. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the Lord Jesus. We must show him to 
those among whom we go day by day. 
se 
The community that has in it a group 
of young people who are “foolish” enough 
| to let the Lord Jesus Christ live out 
| his life in them is being served and 
| helped in a way that cannot be calculated. 
| In such a group, the work they do 
| for the Lord Jesus Christ will ring true. 
| The open-air services that they hold will 
stand the test. Their charitable acts will 
| come spontaneously and from hearts filled 
with love and concern for the unfortu- 
nate. 
4 


Where such a group of young people 
are in a community, the law will be up- 
held and order will reign because law- 
lessness hates nothing so much as the 
light of true Christian character. Men 
love darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil (John 3:19). 

Best of all, in such a group, all the 
activity for the Lord Jesus Christ will 
have one outstanding motive, that of win- 
ning others for him, and others will be 
won, because there is nothing that at- 





tracts so much as the life of the Christ 


lived out in another. 
se 

There is still another way that a con- 
secrated group of young people can serve 
their community, and, next to a Christ- 
filled life, this is perhaps the greatest 
service they can render. It is that of 
prayer. Evil conditions in a community 
cannot withstand a group of Christians 
whether they be young people or older 
folks who are willing to consistently and 
unceasingly pray that the Lord’s will shall 
be done. Situations can be broken and 
hearts melted that can be reached in no 
other way, for after all it is the Holy 
Spirit’s work to touch and convict and 
transform hearts, 

Do you want a revival in your com- 
munity? Your young people’s society can 
be the means of bringing it if you are 
willing to let the Lord use you in prayer. 
But it will mean sacrifice. It will not 
come from superficial praying that is 
crowded into a few moments’ spare time. 
It will mean that you must give of your 
time, of your strength. Are you willing 
to pay the price? 


4 

Am I creating a thirst for the Lord Jesus? 

What is the greatest need in my commun- 
ity and how am I helping to meet it? 

Is the society to which I belong trying to 
help our community, or is it letting Christ 
do the helping through it? 

PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 











The Rolling Pennies 
By Mary W. Sinclair 


LICKETY! Clatk! Clickety! 
Clack! The boys were marching 


' around the room, dropping their pennies 


on the velvet-covered plate as they passed. 
But Billie marched past the plate, one 


‘ hand away down in his pocket, holding 


his pennies tightly, as though he were 
afraid they would hop out and run away. 
“These pennies,” thought Bill, 
buy that top I’ve been wanting for weeks.” 
| Bill trudged home from Sunday-school, 
his hand still stuck in his pocket. He 
| handed his mother his Sunday-school 
paper and went upstairs. Down, right 
into the toe of his old boot, he pushed the 
pennies, and then stuffed a handkerchief 
in to hold them there. He was so afraid 
those pennies would run off. 

Billie was glad when bedtime came, 
although he usually coaxed to stay up as 
late as his mother would let him. After 
taking a look to see if the pennies were 
still in his boot, he hopped into bed, and 
was soon asleep. 

However, Biilie didn’t sleep very well 
— he dreamed all night about his pennies, 
He dreamed his pennies had hopped out 
of the boot and rolled right out into the 
street. Bill was after them like a shot. 
On, on, on went the pennies until they 
came to a big hole and slid right over the 





edge. Without looking to see how deep 


“wiil | 
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Another Important Call 


TO PRAYER AND IMMEDIATE ACTION 





pel has ever yet been preached. 


Spirit of God may touch. 


Also 2084 Kirkwood Avenue, 
Pasadena, Cal. 





Those of the Lord’s intercessors who may have heard His call to fellowship 
with us in prayer, as issued in The Sunday School Times of September 
5th—and others—-are now very earnestly invited to further join with us in 
still another matter of deep interest to the Kingdom of our dear Lord. It 
is not generally known that there are still many semi-savage tribes in 
North East India for whom nothing is being done, and to whom the Gos- 
Their languages, even, have not been 
reduced to writing. They are in utter darkness ‘‘ without Christ, and with- 
out hope.” On August 31st our Council unanimously decided to ask one of 
its members, the Rev. H. B. Dinwiddie (General Secretary of the Pioneer 
Mission Agency), to visit these areas at once. 
be to survey and explore these hitherto unevangelized fields, with a view to 
our sending Christian Workers to them as soon as possible. 
from India has emphasized to us the importance of this pioneer journey. 


The Council is now looking to the Lord of the Harvest to provide the 
necessary funds for the above vital piece of pioneer effort, and earnestly 
invites the prayerful and financial co-operation of all whose hearts the 


‘*Lorp, what wilt Zhou have me todo?” 


THE NORTH EAST INDIA GENERAL MISSION, Inc. 
1213 Pennsylvania Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The object of this visit will 


A recent letter 


Paternoster House, 
London, E. C. 4. 











the hole was, Bill in after 
them. 

Down, down, down he went! Would 
he never reach the bottom? Still he kept 
going down, down until he fell out into 
such a queer place! There were little 
boys with long pig-tails hanging down 
their backs, and big nen too! And what 
funny dresses they wore — fancy designs, 
some flowers, others great dragons, 
worked in bright colors. Such strange- 
looking houses he saw —not at all like 
the one in which he lived. 

But his pennies! There they were — 
he must hurry and catch them. But they 
rolled right into a large house. Billie 
followed, and there he saw ever so many 
little Chinese children, seated at long 
tables, having their dinner with long chop 
sticks. “How could they eat with those 
sticks?” Bill thought. 

“Phew!” said the missionary lady. 
“Here comes Billie’s penny. Little Anh- 
wei has been waiting so long to get in 
with these little orphans, but we had no 
money for food for her, so she has had 
to stay out. But now she can come in, 
for Billie’s penny will buy her food.” 

The children all looked up, their little 
faces so happy to think that Anh-wei, 
who had neither father nor mother, could 
cume in and be cared for by the kind lady. 

The other penny then rolled out of the 
house, and Billie started after it. He did 
his best to catch up with the penny, but it 
always kept just a little ahead of him. It 
rolled and rolled, until finally it came to 
a big building. There stood a lady all in 
white. 

“Yes, Fuh-seng,” said the nurse, “I can 
give you medicine to-day for that sick 
baby brother of yours, for I see Billie’s 
penny has just arrived. We've been wait- 
ing for it.” 

The little boy’s eyes shone as he took 
the medicine and went down the big steps 
and hurried home. 

“Oh, me! oh, my! I’ve had an awful 
chase,” said Biliie when he awoke and 
stretched himself. “I never thought they 
needed my pennies so badly, but Miss 
Gray told us they really did.” 

Billie started off to school early, his 
pennies in his hand, and on the way 
called at Miss Gray’s home. 

“Miss Gray,” he said when she an- 
swered the door, “will you please send 
these pennies to the poor little children as 
soon as you can?” 

Miss Gray promised she would, and 
Billie went down the steps. As he passed 
the window in which was displayed the 
top he so much wanted, he said to himself, 
“My, I’m so glad I had that dream last 
night, before I had a chance to buy that 
top!” And, whistling all the way, he 
hurried off to school. 


Toronto, CANADA. 
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BALOPTICONS 






are usedin thousands of schools, 
churches and hospitals. This line 
oflanterns, for slides andopaque 
objects—for projection in day- 
: light as well as in the dark —is 
‘ Write Sor Catalog the most complete in the world. 


Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates.etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Par* Piece. 




















Individual Cups 


Every church should use. Clean and sanitary. Trial free. 
Thomas Communion Service Co. Box S Lima, Ohio 


Gye Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, September 19, 1925 








_ Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any o1 the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2:50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1031 Walnut Street, 
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How to speak 
and write 


Masterly English 


The Art of Making Langpege Power WIN 
For You. Sherwin Cody’s New Invention 
improves Your English in 15 Minutes a Day 


D° YOU write and speak g 
correctly or do errors re- 
veal you and handicap you? 
Every time you talk, every 
time you write, you show 
what you are. When you use 
the wrong word, when you 
mispronounce a word, when 
you misspeli a word, when 
you punctuate incorrectly, 
when you use flat, ordinary § 
words, you handicap your- 
self tremendously. 





Suerwin Copy 


A simple method has been invented by 
which you can acquire a‘command of the Eng- 
lish Language in only 15 minutes a day. Sher- 
win Cody, one of the best-known teachers of 
practical English, after twenty years of research 
and study, has perfected an invention which 
places the ability to talk and write with cor- 
rectness and force within the reach of every 
one with ordinary intelligence. 


SELF-CORRECTING METHOD 

Mr. Cody was granted a patent on his unique 
device, and now he places it at your disposal. 
You do the lesson given on any particular page, 
then you see just how Mr. Cody would correct 
that paper. You then concentrate on/y on your 
mistakes, learning to correct them by Aadz? in- 
stead of by useless rules, 

And the wonderful thing about Mr. Cody's 
course is the speed with which these habit- 
forming(practice drills can be carried out. When 
you write the answers to fifty questions in 15 
minutes and correct your work in 5 minutes 
more, it gives you a good idea of the practical 
and effective value of the course. 

New Booklet FREE 

A booklet explaining this course in detail is 
ready. If you ever feel your lack of language 
power, if you are ever embarrassed by mis- 
takes in grammar, spelling or punctuation, if 
you can not instantly command the exact 
words with which to express your ideas, this 
book will prove a revelation to you. 

A command of polished and effective English 
not only denotes education and culture, but it 
wins friends and convinces others of your ability. 


Write now for this new free book, ‘‘ How to 
Speak and Write Masterly English.'’ Merely 
mail the coupon ora letter, or even a postal 
card, You can never reach your greatest possi- 
bilities until you know language. Write today 
for the free booklet that tells about Mr.Cody's 
simple invention formaking command of lan- 
guage easy. 

SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
359 Searle Building Rochester, N. Y. 
SSS SB SS SRB RR BRR eee eee 
Sherwin Cody School of English 
359 Searle Bldg., Rochester, N. Y. 


_ Please send me_ your new Free Book, ‘* How to 
Speak and Write Masterly Engfish.”’ 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Foliowing the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


The World’s Idolatry! 

AUL’S “spirit was stirred in him, 

when he saw the city wholly given 
to idolatry” (Acts 17:16). But whose 
spirit is stirred to-day in the presence, 
not of a city only, but of a world, largely 
given to idolatry: North America, given 
to the worship of mammon — “Christian” 
idolatry; South America, to the worship 
of relics— Romish idolatry; Europe, to 
the “worship of strife” — Babylonian 
idolatry ; Asia, to the’ worship of ancestry 
— ancestral idolatry; Africa, to the wor- 
ship of lust —besttal idolatry. And thus 
materialism, and superstition, and con- 
fusion, and paganism, and carnality, each 
with a train of other evils, rules the 
world; and whose spirit is stirred? Is 
it not time to “awake out of sleep”? Oh, 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


for 144,000 Pauls to turn the Church and 
the world “upside down” 


September 28 to October 4 
Mon.—Acts 17: 16-21, Paul in Athens. 


The babblers called Paul “a babbler” 
(v. 18). Whatever one calls another is 
probably what that person is himself. 
Sin is free in its use of epithets, but 
becomes indignant when the epithet is 
applied to itself. An epithet is one of 
the Devil’s favorite tools, but never that 
of a love-filled Christian, 


Prayer Succestions: Watch and pray 
against the use, not only of “epithets,” 
but of att “idle words” (Matt. 5:37). 
“I'll be switched,” was the expression that 
an indignant Christian of “high attatn- 
ment” used in speaking to another on 
the day that these paragraphs were be- 
ing written, Wotd Jesus use such an 
ex pression? 


Tues.—Acts 17 : 22-34. Paul on Mars’ Hill. 


“But now,” in this dispensation, God 
“commandeth all men,” whether Jews or 
Gentiles, “everywhere,” over the whole 
earth, “to repent,” and therefore to be- 
lieve; for there is no true repentance 
(leading to salvation) apart from saving 
faith, But “how shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard?” 


Praver Succestions: “And how shall 
they hear without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach, except they be sent?” 
(Rom. 10:14, 15.) “Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he would send 
forth labourers into his harvest” (Luke 
10:2). Is this not a command to world 
evangelization? God willeth not the death 
of any. 

Wed.—1 Kings 18 : 30-39. 
Elijah on Mount Carmel. 

What a majestic scene! Elijah versus 
Ahab! One poor humble prophet against 
a haughty king, against a hierarchy of 
Baalites, against am apostate nation! One, 
but one won; because he stood with One 
who always wins. And to-day it is still 
true that “the eyes of the Lord” are 
searching out the “perfect’-hearted, “to 
show himself strong in their behalf” (2 
Chron, 16:9). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who read this colwmn, especially for those 
who are sorely troubled or perplexed; 
for those who need guidance or help; for 
the defeated or discouraged; for the des- 
titute or lonely. Pray for the physically 
halt, and maimed, and blind. Pray for 
all shut-ins. 


Thurs.—Daniel 5: 17-28. Daniel in Babylon. 


Towering peaks of human character, 
Paul, Elijah, Daniel, because they walked 
with “the high and lofty One that in- 
habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy” 
(Isa. 57:15). Mere human companion- 
ship never makes such saints as these. 
Men are not only known, but are made, 
by the company they keep. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
boys and girls away at school. Some have 
left home recently, and may even now 
be unconsciously choosing companions 
whose influence for life will be for weal 
or for woe. Don’t forget your promise 
to remember them oft in prayer. Be both 
faithful and fervent. 


Fri—Amos 4: 4-13. Amos at Bethel. 


“Beth-el,” once the “house of God,” 
but now the habitation of transgressors. 
“Once in grace, always in grace” doesn’t 
apply to cities or churches or collective 
bodies. 
7. Yet there are those who deny God's 
direct intervention on occasion into na- 
ture’s realm! 


Prayer SvuaGcestTions: The annual 
Watch Night season is still some three 
months in the future, but it is not too 
early to begin praying that it may be 
widely observed. Will you not, dear 
readcr, make SPECIAL note of this mat- 
ter, and pray patty that Watch Night 
may be this year more widely and prayer- 
fully observed than ever before? 


Sat.—Acts 10: 34-44. Peter at Caesarea. 


Almost every verse sets forth some 
great truth: 34, God's impartiality; 35, 
man’s freedom; 36, Christ’s redemption; 
37, the Gospel proclaimed ; 38, Jesus’ min- 
istry; 30, his death; 40, his resurrection; 
41, chosen witnesses; 42, the apostolic 








commission; 43, salvation’s condition; 44, 
immediate results. E 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: Your pastor to- 
day may be completing his preparation 
for to-morrow. Bear him up to God in 
your prayers. Pray that his messages 
may have in them the instruction and 
comfort and power of the Gospel. Pray 
for all Saturday night prayer gatherings, 
and for all evangelical activities on the 
morrow. 


Sun.—Psalm 139 : 7-12. The Omnipresent God. 


“The darkness and the light are both 
alike to thee” (v. 12), but not to Satan 
and his emissaries, for these seek under 
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cover of darkness to do their evil deeds. 
But forget thou not, O sin-tempted soul, 
that God seeth as plainly in:the dark as 
in the light. Yield to temptation and 
thine own heart shall witness against thee 
in judgment, 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for every 
widely heralded “day of prayer.’ Amer- 
ica and the world have NEvER nveded 
prayer more. Pray that evangelical edi- 
tors and leaders may emphasize the uni- 
versal need of prayer. Is this a burden 
on youR heart? Ask God whether he 


would not have you write to some leader 


and urge him to give the subject more 
earnest attention. 








Made $945 in One Month 


If YOU Aren’t Satisfied with your Present Earnings 


Read How R. A. Prentiss 


“If any one had tried to tell me a year ago 
that to-day I would be my own boss, own a 
flourishing business, drive my own automo- 
bile—and that I could make $945 in a single 
month—I1 would have laughed at him. Yet 
all of those things have come to me in a brief 
span of fifteen months, 


A Wage Earner For 
Fifteen Years 


‘«My name is R. A, Prentiss. I live in a small 
New England town, where I was reared. My 
first job was that of a ticket.taker. Next I 
became’a conductor. Then I got a job in a 
retail shoe store. After several years of work- 
ing for some one else, I decided to work for 
myself, and opened a small shoe store. But 
high rents, keen competition, heavy overhead, 
soon ate up my meager capital, and [ failed. 
I went back into a factory, back to long hours 
and a small weekly pay envelope. After fif- 
teen years of hard work I was discouraged 


| and without a future. 


I Answered An 
Unusual Advertisement 


‘*One night my uncle handed me an advertise- 
ment he had cut from a magazine. It stated 
that / could own a business of my own without 
investing a penny, be my own boss —and that, 
without any experience or training, I could 
make from $100 to $200 a week. It told of 
other men, just like me, who were making that 
much and more. I couldn't believe that it 


‘ | was possible for me to make $100 a week, but 
Notice the middle clause of verse | 


the advertiser offered to prove his statements. 
I was desperate, so I mailed the coupon for 
the fects. And that simple step changed my 
whole life. 


Then Success— 
$945 in One Month 


‘In a few days the information came. 
proposition looked good. 
ita trial in my spare time. The first month 
I made $254. Another month I cleared $262. 
I knew I had the proposition I had wanted 
all my life. I quit my job and devoted all of 
my time to this work. My income grew bigger 
and bigger, until one month I made $945. 


Easy Work — Big Profits 


**T am the local representative for the Comer 
Manufacturing Company, one of the largest 
marufacturers of high-grade topcoats and 
raincoats in the country. The coats are won- 


The 
I decided to give 


deliver,—the company does that. 


Made $945 in One Month 


derful values. They are made from the finest 
fabrics and are tailored into up-to-the-minute 
styles. They are cold-proof and wind-proof 
as well as water-proof. And because they are 
such big values people order them on sight. 
I just take orders. I don't have to collect or 
I get my 
profits the minute I take an order. And for 
doing this easy, pleasant work I have made as 
much as $945 in a month. 


My Future Was 
Never So Bright 


‘‘Just recently the Comer Manufacturing Com- 
pany gave me a Buick Touring Caras a bonus 
in addition to my large earnings. I'm my 
own boss now. I own my own business. I 
don't have to worry about money, because 
every minute of my time puts money in my 
pocket. I'm fixed for life. And everything I 
have I owe to the time when I answered that 
advertisement. If I hadn't done that I would 
still be a dissatisfied wage earner."’ 


You Have The 
Same Chance 


If you would like to have a business of your 
own, without investing a penny ; if you would 
like to have a chance to make $200 a week, 
and get an automobile free just as Mr. Prentiss 
did—then mail the coupon. I will send you 
full particulars of the proposition that has 
enabled R. A. Prentiss to become a successful 
business man, with an income that makes him 
financially independent. Mail the coupon at 
once, and I will send this information, without 
cost or obligation. 


C. E. COMER, The Comer Mfg. Co. 
Dept. W-633, Dayton, Ohio 
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MAIL THIS NOW! : 


THE COMER MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. W-633, Dayton, Ohio 
Gentlemen: Please send me full 
of the proposition that has enabled 
tiss to make 
Touring Car. 
way. 
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